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Language Matters is a CLC Newsletter, which is
U a platform for teachers at CLC and other similar institutions to share views
a workshop for awareness of basics in testing
a student corner for Chinese learners to share their experience and concerns
an update with comments on all teaching materials
a bulletin board to publicize all CLC related news and activities

Teaching / 75| £

Teacher's forum, for TCFSL teachers to exchange views and share experience.

Testing/ & 5 HIEE

For discussions on issues related to testing.

Learning / 2 & flPY
Student corner for CLC students to share their learning experience.

Materials / 557 & L

Updates, comments and issues related to teaching materials in TCFSL.

Activities / HIL«E‘[*JF&“-

CLC academic activities (e.g. conferences, services, research outcome, etc.)

From the Editor

Starting in 2003, Language Matters(LM) is published regularly 4 times a year.
Submissions for publication are welcome from all CLC teachers and students,
as well as those who are involved with either teaching or learning Chinese
(including Putonghua and Cantonese). All submissions should be sent to:

Editor, Language Matters

Chinese Language Center

Fong Shu Chuen Building

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong

Please note the following when sending us any submissions:

1. Language: Either in English or in Chinese.
2. Length: Between 300 to 500 words, no longer than 800 words in any case.
3. Focus: should be related to either learning or teaching Chinese,

including cultural aspects of langauge learning.

LM is distributed to about 500 to 800 programs and individuals in the field
of teaching Chinese as a Second or Foreign Language, both local and
international, in either electronic or printed form.

New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center,
The Chinese University of Hong Kong,

Fong Shu Chuen Building,

Shatin, New Territories, Hong Kong, SAR

(852) 2609 6727

(852) 2603 5004

http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/clc

clc@cuhk.edu.hk
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Next issue : Presentation at the 4™ International Conference on Chinese Language Pedagogy.
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PTH 3215B '( Summer Term 2002 - 2003) .~

Growing up in British colonial Singapore post
Japanese war, dialects were the common
thread amongst the Chinese diaspora living in
what was then known as the Straits Settlement.
| spoke Cantonese with my mother, Fujian or
Hokkien as we called it with my father and
Teochew (Chaozhou} with workers in my dad’s
company. But as children growing up, China
was far away, distant and a country even our
second generation parents knew little about.
The few relatives we had from China that
visited once in a while, seemed like people
from another planet. They dressed differently
and spoke differently or so it seemed to us.
We conferred upon them the derogative term
“sinkeh” meaning roughly country bumpkin.

As the winds of change blew across Asia,

W Jouienoas

+.a

time for studies and it was a great struggle to
squeeze in an hour or two each week to meet
with an sweet old lady from Beijing to learn the
bopomofo’s. After six  tortuous months |
shelved the idea until such a time when | could
take it up more seriously and at a pace | could
control. That time came last year when |
completed my assignment and felt that | finally
had time on my hands at last. For me, a two-
month research of the best places to study
Putonhua in Hong Kong resulted in only one
choice; the Yale-in-Asia program at the
Chinese Language Center of the Chinese
University. | had decided to begin from the
beginning and enrolled in the Level 1 program.
From the outset it was evident that the CLC
had a set of excellent instructors totally
dedicated to their calling. They were
demanding but yet sensitive to the needs of

there were stirrings of nationalism and
independence. In Singapore there
grew a great divide amongst the
English-educated population and the
Chinese-educated. This divide
escalated as the city plunged headlong
into the struggle for self-rule and later
independence. By now the British
strove to strike an educational balance
and introduced Mandarin lessons into
the English curriculum. We did
traditional Chinese for | think half an
hour each day. It was a half-hearted
attempt to redress the wrong and those of us
who were already steeped in the English
language felt ourselves too Anglicised to be
bothered.

24
D~

And so on to college and working life. Those
of us who spoke English readily found jobs
whilst our “Chinese-educated” friends had it
rough. Later on as my career took me to
various countries in Asia, the English language
was the common and preferred language of
communication. English was the vogue. When
in later years | settled in the United States, the
little Putonghua that | knew had evaporated.
But it was also in America that | became
conscious of my Chineseness. It was in
America that | learned | could never run away
from my roots. | resolved then to begin the
journey back to my Chinese ethnicity. A
corporate transfer took me back to Hong Kong
and the opportunity to study Chinese.

China was emerging and the timing could not
be more apt. However, it was easier said than
done. The demands of work meant very little

7

)

AN

individual students. And they had
to....... the students ranged from all
ages and came from all corners of the
globe. For me initially it was a breeze
but as the days grew into weeks and
months, the studies became
tougher....and tougher. | used to
scorn at people who studied by rote
but | can now say with certainty that
there is no other way to learn Chinese
characters but by sheer rote. Now
almost after nine months , | can
comfortably distinguish the xi’'s from
the xu’s and the shi’s from the ci's. And most
of all thank God, no more Shan Ben and Jin
Zhongyi.

)
4

Going forward, the single biggest hurdle for
me, and | suspect for most of my fellow
students, lies in character recognition. By any
stretch it is no mean task, some would even
say masochistic, to try and recognize up to
150 new words a week and with two written
tests in between. Heavens know what’s in
store for us as we go into the new term in
September! However, one thing is clear. The
learning process at the CLC is excellent, is
interactive, is fun and makes the notion of
studying truly enjoyable. | believe the
standards and objectives set by the CLC are
achievable and designed to allow a student to
be proficient in Putonghua in the shortest
possible time. By the time | finished my full
course at the CLC, | should be able to fulfill
my own objective of learning to converse in
the Chinese national language and at the very
least be able to read a Chinese language
newspaper.

5 4 i
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Y5, Kageshima, Runa
CAN 4615 (Spring Term 2002 - 2003 )
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Special Announcement : Invitation to Anniversary Dinner and Reception
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Celebration Banquet

28 November 2003, 7:00pm,
Chung Chi Staff Club

L AL
10 % = 7§35 Bk
CLC 40™ Anniversary
Reception and
Celebration Banquet

Reception
28 November 2003, 5:00 pm to

6:30pm, Fong Yun Wah Hall

Dear CLC Alumni,

Greetings from CLC!

All of us sometimes tend to forget how time flies. Many of you may not realize that this year is the 40™ anniversary
of the New-Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center.

On this special occasion, CLC has a series of activities all the year round, including academic forums, special
interest group for academic discussions, cultural activities and speaking contests. Among the up-coming activities is the
reception and the annlversary banquet on the 28™ of November, which is the highlight of our celebration program. We
sincerely hope that you will join us. To provide you with a chance to revisit the beautiful Chung Chi Campus and the
unforgettable CLC buildings, the reception will be held at the Fong Yun Wah Hall, one of the CLC buildings, while the

dinner party will be at the Chung Chi Staff Club. See details above.

1K B He
Reply Slip and Reservation Form
P S R g TFJH',FJ* 2003 & 11 £] 28 [I# ﬁg
I []shall shall not* be able to attend the reception held on 28 November 2003.

2. Mg T, /I jiive* 2003 # 11 5 28 F = R
I|:| shall shall not* be able to attend the celebration banquet held on 28 November 2003.

3. A EUERES. R, (BSDRETIS0R T DAN12 H)
I would like to reserve ticket(s). (Tickegs are HK$150 each. Each table has seating for 12 people.)
% ; I#;%[ Uk “v” . Pleaseuse “v " to check the appropriate box.

ﬁ?«’é@i J[?ﬁfn‘_ HIRS B SR AL o

Payment method: Please enclose a crossed check made payable to “The Chinese University of Hong Kong”.

g S LEE
Name: ontact number: Email:
RIS [

Year(s) of Graduation / Studying: %5 ) Signature:

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000°

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

%ﬁ/‘ 2003 F 11 7] 8 P14 r'J It F=pla B [ F = (852) 26035004 < J[1F| @?ﬂﬁ?’?ﬁ? (852) 26096727 ?H T E??:{?B%
lesswwong@cuhk edu. hk

Please return this slip or fax to (852) 26035004 before 8 November 2003. Any enquiries, please contact Ms. Jessie Wong at
(852) 26096727 or via email jessiewong@cuhk.edu.hk

Activities

Information in this column is provided by Ms. Chu Hsiao-mi.
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4@ q# Events of the 40th Anniversary Celebration

' . held on June 17,2003
. coordinator:

Ms. Kan Chou May
Ms. Mok Chi Tang

held on June 26, 2003
i coordinator:
i Ms. Tang Li-si

- held on July 11, 2003
i coordinator: E
© Ms. Naoko Umeki
Ms. Tam Fee Yin
Ms. Chan Siu Ping :
Mr. Lee SiuLun

- held on July 22, 2003 :
i coordinator: :
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For the year of 2002-2003, two part-time instructors, Mr. Poon Ming
of the Putonghua Division and Mrs. Tsao Tang Li-si of the Cantonese
Division became the recipients of the Exemplary Teaching Award (ETA)
of the New Asia--Yale-in-China Chinese Language Center (CLC). The
award presentation ceremony was held on 30th August, 2003 in Fong
Yun Wah Hall, participated by all teaching staff of CLC.

Prof. Jack Cheng, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the University, presented
certificates to the awardees. In his speech after the ceremony,
Professor Cheng highly praised the awardees on their outstanding
performance in teaching. He also noted that part-time instructors at CLC
have been making great contributions to CLC’s normal operation and
receiving the ETA is one indication of recognition for their efforts.

Dr. Wu, current CLC Director, said at the ceremony that the award,
established four years ago, was to give recognition to distinguished
instruction.  Criteria for nomination include high rating in course
evaluations over the past two years and contributions to CLC. The
nominee has to obtain at least half of the votes cast by all teaching staff
before receiving the Award.

Prof. Jack Cheng (right) presents a certificate to
Mr.Poon Ming (center).

Mr. Poon has been a Putonghua instructor at the Center for 14
years and Mrs. Tsao teaches Cantonese since she joined CLC in 1990.
Their pedagogy and quality of teaching are constantly praised highly by
students. They have not only had excellent performance in both teaching
and related academic activities, but also contributed significantly to
University and community services. Mr. Poon has participated in many
RTHK Putonghua programs as a master and advisor. His latest
contribution to CLC include participation in “Me as part of CLC”, one of
the many celebration programs for the Center's 40" Anniversary. Mrs.
Tsao serves the CLC Staff Association for many years and actively
participated in a variety of CLC programs and activities. She said at the
ceremony that hearing a student say “Good morning” would make her
happy all day. It's not surprising that she is liked by all her students.

Prof. Jack Cheng (right) presents a certificate to
Ms. Tang Li-si (center).




