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School Nominations Direct Admission (SNDAS) (2025 Entry) 
 

Guide to Application for Admission 
 
 
You should provide accurate, complete and up-to-date information as requested in the Online Application. Failure to do 
so may result in disqualification of your application for admission and subsequent enrolment in the University. 
 
 

1. Preparation for Online Application  

2. Account Activation 

3. Login to Online Application System 

4. Completing your Application 

a. Personal Particulars 

b. Public Examinations 

c. Other Information 

d. Supporting Documents 

5. Submission of Application [Deadline: 4 February 2025 (Tuesday) 11:59pm] 

a. Points to Note 

b. Referee(s) Information 

c. Application and Offer Status 

6. Online Confidential Recommendation (for Referees) [Deadline: 17 February 

2025 (Monday) 11:59pm] 

7. Results of Application 

8. Privacy Policy Statement 
 

Enquiry 

Office of Admissions and Financial Aid 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
 
Telephone: 3943 8947 / 3943 0387 
Fax:  2603 5184 
Email:  sndas@cuhk.edu.hk 
Address: Room 1202, 12/F Yasumoto International Academic Park 
  The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
  Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong 
Website:  http://admission.cuhk.edu.hk   

mailto:sndas@cuhk.edu.hk
http://admission.cuhk.edu.hk/
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1. Preparation for Online Application  
 

POINTS to NOTE − when using the Online Application system 
 
1. Please disable any pop-up blockers on your computer. 

 
2. If you make 10 or more attempts to login using an incorrect password, your account will be locked. 

Please contact the Office of Admissions and Financial Aid. 
 

3. If you leave your online application idle for 30 minutes, your session will be terminated. To avoid losing 
information you have input or filled in, always click “Save” at the bottom of each page before 
proceeding. 

 
PREPARATION − before completing your Online Application 

 
1. Information on your Public Examinations 

(i) You need to input the results of the public examinations that you have attempted in the “Public 
Examinations − Attempted and obtained results” section and then provide relevant 
supporting documents in the “Supporting Documents” section of your Online Application.  

(ii) For public examinations that you are going to attempt (e.g. HKDSE in 2025), please list the 
subjects in the “Public Examinations − To be attempted” section. (Note: You SHOULD NOT 
key in the Predicted Grades of HKDSE examinations. The Predicted Grades should be 
provided to CUHK in the reference/recommendation letter from your school via the Online 
Confidential Recommendation − please refer to Parts 5(b) & 6 of this guide.) 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Q1 

What examination information should I include? 
 
You should include information and results (if any) of all public examinations that you have taken / or 
will be taking. For example, examination information related to your academic qualifications (such as 
HKDSE, GCE), language qualifications (such as IELTS, TOEFL) or music qualifications (such as 
ABRSM, Trinity), etc. 

Q2 

How do I submit supporting documents regarding my public examinations / qualifications? 
 
The supporting documents should be submitted to CUHK via the following systems: 

(i) Public Examinations −  
Attempted and 
obtained results 

 Documents such as examination certificates and / or score 
sheets for music qualifications or language exams such as 
GCE/GCSE results 

 To be uploaded by applicants to the Online Application 
System: under the “Supporting Documents” section  
Exam certificate(s) 

(ii) Public Examinations −  
To be attempted 

2025 HKDSE Examinations 
 The predicted grades should be included in the reference / 

recommendation letter from your school principal 
 To be uploaded by school principal / careers teacher to 

the Online Confidential Recommendation System 
Examinations / Qualifications other than 2025 HKDSE 
 Before exams: no supporting document is needed 
 After exams: applicants may further upload certificates / 

result to “Supporting Documents” of the Online 
Application System even after 4 February 2025 (Tuesday). 

 

I 
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2. Other Application Materials (e.g. Personal Statement, Portfolio, Project Experiences) 
Please read the SNDAS requirements on the following website carefully. There may be specific 
requirements on the “Other application materials” for the programme you are nominated for. Website: 
https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/adm/jupas/SNDAS-programme-2025.pdf 
Please upload these materials to the “Supporting Document” section of your Online Application. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q1 

How should I prepare the Personal Statement? 
 
SNDAS is a “programme-student matching exercise” that provides opportunities for local secondary 
students who have demonstrated exceptional talents and interests in specific disciplines / areas to be 
considered for direct admission to local universities. We are, therefore, interested in your area of 
talents/ interests. We would like to know why you are interested in the programme that you are 
nominated for and perhaps your future plans after completing the programme you are nominated for. 
Some programmes have set a word limit and/or language requirement for your personal statement. 
Please refer to the above website for details. 

Q2 

Do I have to submit a Portfolio? 
 
Some programmes require SNDAS applicants to provide design portfolios / composition portfolios / 
creative writing samples, etc. Please refer to the above website for specific requirements and refer to 
Part 4 (d) of this guide on the file format. 

Q3 

How can I submit information on Project Experiences? 
 
Some programmes prefer SNDAS applicants to submit their project experiences. These may include 
research projects / service projects / project experiences on academic-related fields. Please provide 
evidence / samples of your project experiences according to the required format of the programme you 
are nominated for.  

Q4 

How can I submit audio or video files? 
 
Some programmes require SNDAS applicants to provide audio or video self-introduction. These files 
CANNOT be uploaded to the Online Application System. You may upload the file(s) to YouTube [set 
as unlisted video(s)] or an online shared folder and provide the hyperlink to us in your “Personal 
Statement”. 

 
3. Other Experience and Achievements in Competitions / Activities (OEA) 

You may list a maximum of 10 OEA (Other Experience and Achievements) in the “Other Information” 
section. To help our programmes understand your special talents/ interests, please upload supporting 
documents in the “Supporting Documents” section as far as possible. 

 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Q1 

Is it mandatory for me to provide OEA information and supporting document to CUHK for my 
SNDAS application? 
 
As stated in the programme requirements (https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/adm/jupas/SNDAS-programme-
2025.pdf), most CUHK programmes require SNDAS applicants to provide information on their OEA 
and supporting documents (if any). This information helps the programme you are nominated for to 
better understand your talents/ interests. 

Q2 

A maximum of 10 items are allowed in the system. How can I decide what item(s) to include?  
What if I have more than 10 items? 
 
Please select the awards and activities that best reflect your personal growth or are most relevant to the 
programme that you are nominated for. You may also want to share your thoughts/ reflection on your 
OEA experiences in the personal statement. 

 

https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/adm/jupas/SNDAS-programme-2025.pdf
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4. Supporting Documents 
Please prepare softcopies of the following documents for uploading to the “Supporting Documents” 
section of your Online Application:  

• Your HKID card copy 
• Personal statement / Curriculum vitae 
• Exam certificate(s)  
• Latest transcript(s) / School transcript(s) (or School reports)  
• Reference letter(s)  
• Student Learning Profile (SLP) 
• Academic award(s) 
• Certificate(s) of Other Experience and Achievements in Competitions / Activities 

 
Tips on preparing supporting documents 

 The maximum upload capacity is 13MB for each applicant 
 The maximum file size is 10MB for each file 
 Please refer to Part 4 (d) for the file format requirements 
 Please make sure the scanned copies of your supporting documents are clear and readable 
 Credentials which are not in English or Chinese must each be accompanied by a certified translation 

in English 
Q: What kind of supporting documents should I submit? 
 

Types Examples / Requirements 
a. HKID  Optional  

 Copy of your HKID card 
b. Personal statement / 

Curriculum vitae 
 Personal statement − mandatory for some programmes 
 Student Learning Profile (SLP) − mandatory for some programmes 
 Curriculum vitae (CV) or solo repertoire (music) − optional or as 

required by individual programmes 
c. Exam certificate(s)  Certificate(s) or result slip(s) / score sheet(s) of the public 

examinations that you have taken. (e.g. Certificate(s) of your music / 
dance qualifications) 

d. Latest transcript(s) / 
School transcript(s) 

 Some programmes require that you upload school reports showing 
your academic performance and class ranking 

e. Reference letter(s)  These refer to “Open Reference” and not “Confidential Reference”. 
 You may upload the reference / recommendation letter(s), if any, 

provided to you from your teachers (e.g. music / visual arts / science 
teachers, etc.), instrumental / vocal teachers, music professionals, sports 
coaches or tutors, etc. 

f. Academic award(s)  Photo(s) of the award(s) or copy of the certificate(s) you have received 
 Certificate(s) of the scholarship(s) you received 

g. Other certificate(s)  Certificate(s) you have received in OEA 
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5. Online Confidential Recommendation 
Invite a maximum of three referees to submit an Online Confidential Recommendation for you.  
 
You DO NOT need to have three referees – only one referee is required. The referee MUST be your 
secondary school principal. Reference letters including the predicted HKDSE grades in the 2025 
HKDSE should be uploaded by the referee as reference.  
 
You need to input the email address(es) of referee(s) in the “Online Recommendation Form” section 
of your Online Application. Please refer to Part 5 (b) of this guide for detailed procedures. Invitation 
emails will be sent to referees within 24-48 hours after you have saved the referee information. To allow 
sufficient time for your school principal / referee(s) to submit recommendation(s) / reference(s) for you 
and to avoid heavy internet traffic near the application submission deadline [4 February 2025 (Tuesday) 
11:59pm], please submit your application early. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Q: What is the difference between a “(Open) Reference Letter” and an “Online Confidential 
Recommendation”? 

 

Reference Letter 

 You may have reference / recommendation letter(s) provided to you from 
your teachers (e.g. music / visual arts / science teachers, etc.), instrumental / 
vocal teachers, music professionals, coaches or tutors. These are “open” 
reference letters. 

 You may upload these letters to the “Supporting Documents” section of 
your Online Application 

Online Confidential 
Recommendation 

 You should invite your school principal to be one of your referees by 
inputting his/her email address in the “Online Recommendation Form” 
section of your Online Application 

 Your principal will receive an invitation to submit recommendation / 
reference for you via an Online Confidential Recommendation system 

 The recommendation from your principal should include your 2025 
predicted HKDSE grades 

 The recommendation submitted by your school principal and other 
referee(s) are confidential (that is, you will not be able to access it). 

 Your school principal and other referee(s) should submit the confidential 
recommendation by 17 February 2025 (Monday) 11:59pm 
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2. Account Activation 
 

• SNDAS nominees will receive 2 Account Activation emails from CUHK (sndas@cuhk.edu.hk). 
To avoid missing our email(s), which may be mistakenly marked as spam, please add our email 
address in the address book of your email account (or in your list of known or safe addresses if you 
are using a spam-blocking tool). 

• The 1st email contains an account activation link while the 2nd email contains a login password. 
• Please click the account activation link in the 1st email. This will bring you to an internet browser 

with the following message upon successful activation of your Online Application Account: 
 

 
 

• Click “here” on the Account Activation page 
• Input your email address and the login password in the 2nd email to login your Online 

Application Account: 
 

 
  

Your email address 

The login password provided to you in 
the 2nd Account Activation email from 
CUHK 

Key in the “Verification Code” and click “Login” 

1 

2 

3 

II 

mailto:sndas@cuhk.edu.hk
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• You will be asked to change the login password upon your first login: 
 

 
 
 

• “Password changed” indicates that you have successfully changed your login password. 
 

 
 
  

[Old Password] - The login password provided to you in 
the 2nd Account Activation email from CUHK 
 
[New Password] - Please set a new password with at 
least 8 characters with at least 2 letters and 2 digits 
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3. Login to Online Application System 
 

• After you have activated the account, login to the CUHK Online Application System via: 
https://nweb.adm.cuhk.edu.hk/adm_online/public/account/SAC00011.aspx 
 

 
 
 
 

• If you have forgotten your login password, click “Forgotten password?” and submit the following 
information to receive a new system-generated password via your registered email: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your email address 

The login password that you have set 

Key in the “Verification Code” and click “Login” 

1 

2 

3 

III 
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• After logging into your Online Application Account, you will see your application information under 
the “My Application” section 
 

 
 

• You may change your login password under “Change Password” section: 
 

 
 
  

1 

2 

You will see your JUPAS Application 
Number and the Programme you are 
nominated for under SNDAS 
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4. Completing your Application 
 

a. Personal Particulars 
 

o Fill in your personal and contact information under the “Personal Particulars” section 
 

 
 

o After filling in all the mandatory information, click “Save” or “Save & Continue” to go to the 
next section. 

  

a 

Please provide at least 
one contact phone 
number 

IV 
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b. Public Examinations 
 

o In this section, you may input: 
i. the subjects and results you have obtained of the public examinations that you HAVE 

attempted 
ii. the subjects of the public examinations that you ARE GOING TO attempt  

(note: Predicted Grades of HKDSE examinations SHOULD NOT be provided by you 
here. The Predicted Grades should be provided to CUHK in the 
reference/recommendation letter from your school via the Online Confidential 
Recommendation − please refer to parts 5(b) & 6 of this guide) 

iii. the candidate number(s) of the IELTS/TOEFL test(s) that you have attempted or going 
to attempt so CUHK will be able to retrieve your relevant examination information from 
the examination boards. 

i. Public Examinations − Attempted and obtained results 

 
o Select data from the pull-down menu 
o You should be prepared to upload supporting document(s) on the public examinations that you 

have attempted under the “Supporting Documents” section 
o If you have not attempted any public examination or have no result, please leave this part blank. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b 
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ii. Public Examinations − To be attempted 
 

o Select data from the pull-down menu 
o Predicted Grades of HKDSE examinations SHOULD NOT be input here. The Predicted Grades 

should be provided to CUHK in the reference/recommendation letter from your school via the 
Online Confidential Recommendation − please refer to parts 5(b) & 6 of this guide. 
 

 
 
 

iii. Public Examinations − Candidate number 
 

o If you have taken or will be taking IELTS/TOEFL test(s), please provide the candidate 
information and add CUHK as one of your result recipients. 

o If you do not have this information, please leave this blank. 
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c. Other Information 
 

o You may submit Other Information such as Personal Statement and/or Other Experience and 
Achievements in Competitions / Activities (OEA) in this section to support your application 
 

o For the specific requirements of “Personal Statement” of the programme you are nominated 
for, please visit https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/adm/jupas/SNDAS-programme-2025.pdf for details. 
Personal Statement should be uploaded in the “Supporting Documents” section. Please refer 
to part 4(d) of this guide for detailed procedures 

 
o Similar to your JUPAS application, you may provide a maximum of 10 awards / activities 

(OEA) that best reflect your personal growth. You should be prepared to upload the supporting 
document(s) on OEAs under the “Supporting Documents” section. 
 

  

c 

https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/adm/jupas/SNDAS-programme-2025.pdf
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d. Supporting Documents 
 

o You may upload the following supporting document(s) in this section 
• HKID card copy  
• Personal Statement / Curriculum Vitae  
• Exam certificate(s) / School transcript(s)  
• Latest transcript(s) / School transcript(s) (or School reports)  
• Reference letter(s) 
• Academic award(s)  
• Other certificate(s) (e.g. non-academic or extra-curricular activities) 

 
o Please refer to CUHK website (https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/adm/jupas/SNDAS-programme-

2025.pdf) Part “III(b) Other application materials” for the specific application materials 
required by the programme you are nominated for. 
 

o Please pay attention to the file formats and specifications listed below. 
 

o Original certificates in support of the qualifications listed in the application will be required for 
verification at a later stage upon request by the University before student registration. Failure 
to produce these for verification will result in DISQUALIFICATION of the application for 
admission and subsequent enrolment in the University. 

 
o You may upload supplementary documents after submission of your application form. 

However, you cannot delete any previously uploaded document(s) after application submission. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

d 

https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/adm/jupas/SNDAS-programme-2025.pdf
https://www.cuhk.edu.hk/adm/jupas/SNDAS-programme-2025.pdf
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o Click “Choose File” to select the file to be uploaded from the local drive on your computer. 
o Input “Description” if needed. 
o Click “Upload” to upload the selected file to this system. 
o After uploading all the necessary supporting documents, click “Continue”. 
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5. Submission of Application  
[Deadline: 4 February 2025 (Tuesday) 11:59pm] 

 
a. Points to Note 
 
o Before submitting your application, please read the Declaration for SNDAS Applicants 

carefully 
 

o Please make sure the information you input is correct as you CANNOT amend information in 
“Personal Particulars” and “Other Information” after submission of application. You can still add 
new entries under “Public Examinations” section and upload supplementary documents to the 
“Supporting Documents” section. 
 

o Press “Check Form”. If you have input all the mandatory information, a message “Your 
application form is ready for submission” will appear at the top. 

 
o Press “Submit Application” to confirm submission of your SNDAS application. Please note that 

you have to submit the SNDAS application on or before 4 February 2025 (Tuesday) 11:59pm. 
If the submission is successful, you will receive an acknowledgement email with an assigned 
application number. 

 
o The Online Recommendation Form is only available for input AFTER you have submitted the 

application form. 
 

 
  

1 

 2 

3 

 4 

V 
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o You may go to the Print Application Form section to print a copy of your SNDAS application 

form as reference 
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b. Referee(s) Information 
 

o After you have submitted your application, a message “Your application has been submitted 
successfully. Your Application Number is 25SNXXXX. An acknowledgement of submission 
of application will be sent to your e-mail address” will appear at the top. 
 

o The Online Recommendation Form section is now available for you to input the contact 
information of your referee(s). 

 
o You can recommend 1 - 3 referee(s) to support your application. One of your referees MUST 

be your secondary school principal. Reference letters including the predicted HKDSE 
grades in the 2025 HKDSE should be uploaded for reference. 

 
o An invitation email will be sent to your referee(s) with 24-48 hours AFTER you have saved 

the information in the application form. 
 

 
 

 
  

1 

2 
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Input the email address of your 
referee. He or she will receive an 
invitation to the Online Confidential 
Recommendation system. 

 Input all the required information 
and click “Save”. 

NOTE 

 

The submission status will change to 
“SUBMITTED” if your referee has submitted 
the recommendation via the Online Confidential 
Recommendation system 

TIPS 
Please make sure the email 
address is correct. 
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c. Application and Offer Status 
 

o You may login to the Online Application system again to check your submission, application 
and offer status. 
 

 
 
 

 
  

1 

2 

Account  My Application 
Application Form Status is changed to 
“Submitted” after you have successfully 
submitted your SNDAS application. 

Application and Offer Status 
You may view your application and 
offer status under this section. 
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6. Online Confidential Recommendation (for Referees)  
[Deadline: 17 February 2025 (Monday) 11:59pm] 

 
o AFTER you have submitted your SNDAS application form, you can input the contact information 

of referee(s) under the “Online Recommendation Form” section. Please refer to part 5 (b) of this 
guide for details. 
 

o Invitation email will be sent to referee(s) within 24-48 hours AFTER you have saved the referee(s) 
information in the system. 

 
o Referees will receive 2 emails from CUHK. One of the emails contains a login link to the CUHK 

Online Confidential Recommendation System and the applicant’s information. The other email 
contains the login information such as the login ID and password. 

 
o Referees may click the login link in the 1st email and input the login ID and password received in 

the 2nd email to login the system as follows. 
 
o Referees will be asked to change their login password upon the 1st login attempt. 

 

 
 
 

 

Login page  

Users must change password upon the 
1st login attempt to the Online 
Confidential Recommendation System. 

VI 
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o The Recommendation consists of 2 major parts. Referees may input “Recommendation and 
Comments” in Part B (mandatory), and upload “Confidential Recommendation” (such as 
reference/recommendation letters with predicted HKDSE results) in Part C (mandatory for 
SNDAS applicants):   
 

 

Outstanding Recommendations 
- Under the “Outstanding Recommendations” section, referees may view a 

list of all applicants who have input them as referees. 
- Click “Input/Submit” to start inputting recommendation for respective 

applicant. 

1  2 

1 Input “Recommendation 
and Comments” in Part B 
(mandatory) 
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2 Upload “Confidential 
Recommendation” such 
as reference / 
recommendation letter with 
predicted HKDSE results 
in Part C 
(mandatory for SNDAS 
applicants). 

This information is 
provided by the applicant 
in his or her SNDAS 
application form. Referees 
may update this by 
inputting updated 
information and click 
“Update with Referee’s 
Information”  
(optional) 

- Referees may choose to input comments in part B5 here 
or upload a file in Part C. 

- Please put down “Refer to attachment” if you opt to 
upload a reference letter. 

TIPS 
• Referees can only upload 1 file (file size limit: 10 MB). It is suggested to combine all 

reference(s) and recommendation letter(s) (including the predicted HKDSE results into one 
file for upload) 

• Referees can only submit recommendation ONCE for each applicant 
• For supplementary / updated information after submission of recommendation, the 

document can be submitted by applicants via the Online Application System (“Supporting 
Documents” section). 
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o Referees may upload 1 file combining reference / recommendation letter(s) with predicted HKDSE 

results. 
o After uploading, referees can view the uploaded file by clicking “Browse existing attachment”. 

 
 

o Before submitting the recommendation, referees may click “Save” to save the input information and 
uploaded file. 

o Referees can login to the system again for amendments before submitting the recommendation. 
o Please submit the recommendation by 17 February 2025 (Monday) 11:59pm. Referees can only 

submit recommendation ONCE for each applicant. 

 
 

o After clicking “Submit”, the following message will appear: 

 
 

o Referees may view the recommendation they have submitted under the “View Submitted / Expired 
Recommendations” section: 

 
 

o After submission deadline, referees CANNOT provide supplementary information via the Online 
Confidential Recommendation system. Supplementary / updated information or document can be 
submitted to CUHK by the applicant via the applicant’s Online Application System. 
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7. Results of Application 
 

1. Successful SNDAS nominees will receive email notification and SMS on or before 20 June 2025, 
prior to the release of the 2025 HKDSE Examinations results. 

 
2. Successful SNDAS nominees MUST decide whether to accept the offer BEFORE the release of 

the 2025 HKDSE Examination results. Once accepted, the firm offer will be binding and the 
nominees WILL NOT be considered / accepted by other programmes regardless of their HKDSE 
Examination results. Their JUPAS applications will automatically be removed from the 
JUPAS application system. 

 
3. To accept the firm offers, successful SNDAS nominees MUST pay the acceptance fee of 

HK$5,000 via the CUHK Online Application System. Those who fail to pay the acceptance fees 
by the stipulated deadline will be regarded as having declined their SNDAS firm offers. 

 
4. JUPAS applications of unsuccessful nominees (i.e. those who did not receive / do not accept the 

SNDAS offer) will continue to be processed and be considered by the JUPAS-participating 
institutions for admission to their programmes following the release of the 2025 HKDSE 
Examination results.  

VII 
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8. Privacy Policy Statement 
 

The information we collect from your application form will be used for the following purposes: 
 
1. for all types of processing of applications for admission to undergraduate programmes offered by the 

University and other relevant or related purposes, including for verifying information about the 
applicant’s candidature for public examinations and studies from the relevant institutions in Hong 
Kong and elsewhere; and for identifying multiple applications and records of previous studies as a 
student in the University and other institutions (if any); and for the processing of admission 
scholarships/bursaries (if any). 
 

2. as part of applicants’ student records upon registration to a programme, which will be used for all 
purposes relating to their studies in accordance with the procedures of the University. 
 

3. to ensure you are well connected with the Office of Admissions and Financial Aid, The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong and be informed of the latest news, please note that we will continue to 
deliver information including admissions-related news / announcements, updates on programmes, 
campus news, students’ sharing, any university events and activities to be held to you personally 
through various communication channels by using your personal data maintained in the database of 
the Office. Such personal data includes contact information of your email address, correspondence 
address, mobile phone number and telephone number. 
 

Personal data will be kept confidential and handled by the University’s staff members. The University 
may pass some of the data to appointed persons to undertake some of its academic and administrative 
functions. 

VIII 


