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This article highlights the benefits of multimedia and other activities through the
examination of thelr effects in the on-going development of a first-vear, team-
taught modle entitled “Introduction fo Linguistics and Language Awareness”
(ILLA) offered on an initial teacher education programme at ihe Hong Kong
Institute of Education (HKIEd). After briefly introducing the educational and
cultural context, the limited impaet of government reforms on pedagogical prac-
tiees in the upper secondary school s llnstrated through a small-scale survey
comparing the previous learning experiences and preferences of the HKIEd first-
year students to data from Littlewood and Link 1996 study. The strategically
located ILLA module, its purposes and vange of pedagogically “innovative™
activities are then described and studewt responses gauged through a review of
Studert Evaluation of Teaching (SET} data (2002-2006). A further survey, which
aliowed students to rate the module activities in terms of liking and relevance,
fopether with interview data concerning personal learning and future pedagog-
ical practice, are next presemted. The findings confirm the bengficial effects of
the module activities on both students’ own learning and their professional
Pevspectives, suggesting the application of similar approaches in other cotmtries
where the “culture of learning” (Cortazzi & Jin, 1996) is largely traditional.

The Educational and Cultural Context

This article reports on and evaluates aspects of module development at a
tertiary teacher education institwtion in Hong Kong. This cosmopolitan
yet intensely Chinese city has evolved from post-war entrepdt to manu-
facturing base to a global high-tech service centre catering to trade,



