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In this talk, based on 12-months of ethnographic fieldwork in Hong
Kong, I examine the narratives of one of my interlocutors to discuss
the contradictions related to social hierarchies that individuals in
Chinese men-white women romantic relationships experience.
Situating my research in the wider context of a changing political
economy and in relation to the historical legacies of Hong Kong’s
postcoloniality, I explain my rationale for juxtaposing “whiteness” and
“Chineseness.” This also establishes the basis to rationalize and
discuss the methodology used for the research. Interrogating the
possibility and desirability of post-racial intimacies, I reflect on my
interlocutors’ awareness of the historical legacies, meanings, and
stereotypes attached to their intimate relationships, which leads them
to envision their love as the symbol of better, alternative futures. At
the same time, but somewhat paradoxically, the liberal ideal of an
individualized romantic love demands a denial of the existing
sociocultural hierarchies in favor of an abstract post-race humanism.
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