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Forget me not: the historical roots of Hong Kong and Shenzhen. What are the
rm\h of Hong Kong? We suggest that the culture of Hong Kong is all the human
ivitie Hong Kong since the earliest settlement, including spiritual and

ssions, Breakthroughs in the recent root searching in Hong Kong

include:

+ Scientific dating has proved that the earliest settlement in Hong Kong is seven
thousand years ago. Between six to seven thousand years ago, a network formed
by the water routes was formed in the Pearl River estuary region as suggested by
the painted pottery. The recent discoveries of the bird feng (#.), winged mythical
breast and sun worship of the same period is a breakthrough in our knowledge of
the origin of bird feng (B} in South China.

nd years ago, Hong Kong had also become a warring
ular at that

+ Around four to five thous:

and earrings were [

society. Ritual object
time under the influence of the Yangtze River culture.

+ Around three thousand years ago, Hong Kong wis also under the influen
the ritual system of the Central Plain culture, The Tai Wan site on Lamma Isla
is one of the important repr tives, which is also an important evidence of
the influence of the Yangtze River culture,

Four Cultural Spheres in Ancient Hong Kong from the ¥

Circum Pacific Region

The Astee, Central America

formally included into the orthodox cultural sphere of Chinese history. The
Cheng Uk Han Tomb shows the influence of Han in Kowloon Peninsula. Since
then, abundant finds of Tang, Song — Ming, Qing Dynasties were found in Hong
Kong,

We are enjoying the prosperity of Hong Kong now, but the 7000-year long history
should not be neglected. Some people think that all these ancient artefacts are
unimportant and unrelated to the modern world, and the school education has
always neglected the ancient history of Hong Kong since the colonial period.

But how can we say Hong Kong is part of China if there is no ancient history of
Hong Kong? T not to forget the roots of Hong Kong actually mean we should
not forget the 7000- year long humanities of Hong Kong,

The roots of Hong Kong are the reflection of the 7000-year long humanities.
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Forget Me Not

the historical roots of Hong Kong and Shenzhen
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History is the record of human activities. Losing the history is no
difference from being a lost race. History can enhance the coherence of
a society and create a sense of belonging which is necessary for a
civilized society. Therefore, knowing our origin is very important.

In the “Forget me not: the historical roots of Hong Kong and Shen
zhen" exhibition, an attempt will be made on answering the following
questions:

+ How did the exploration of the local earliest culture develop?

+ How far back can we trace the earliest culture and history of Hong
Kong ?

+ How was Hong Kong related to the ancient culture of the middle
reaches of the Yangtze River region?

+ Did the ancient human in the Pearl River Delta have religion?

+ What is the relationship between the origin of agriculture in South
China and the Pearl River Delta?

+ What is the earliest clothing system in the Pearl River Delta?

+ What are the roots of Hong Kong?

More details of all these discoveries can be found in the “Forget me
not: the historical roats of Hong Kong and Shenzhen” exhibition.
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Exploring the Road of Painted Pottery in Hong Kong

Oeceanic archaeology is one of the featuring of the archaeology in the
Pearl River Delta. The sea network in this region is comparable to the
modern one, Features of the oceanic archaeology in the Pearl River Delta

include:

+ Knowledge of the ocean ecology;

+ Beginning of the fishing economy;

+ Advanced sailing technology leading to the formation of sea network in
the Pearl River Delta;

+ Oceanic life and challenges initiated the culture of bird and sun

worship.

Among the Neolithic sites in the Pearl River Delta, the Xiantouling site,

Shenzhen caught the most attention. This site was rated by the Chinese

Academy of Social Sciences as one of the "Six Big Archaeological Discov-

in China 2006", and in the same year, it was awarded as one of the

“Ten Big Archaeological Discoveries in China 20067 The importance of
the Xiantouling site is the recovery of the layers dated to between seven
thousand and six thousand years ago, which is the key to resolve the

question about the origin of Pearl River Delta Culture.

Luojiajiao Site, Zhejiang
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Hemudu Site, Zhejiang
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Gaomiao Site, Hunan
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Distribution of the Bird Feng ( 8.) Motifs in South China 7000-6000 Years Ago

(11IT) Bird Worship in the Pearl River

The discovery of the origin of Gaomiao-Xiantouling bird motif system can be said as

Lth h 1

in Chinese arch

an important b y or even the Eastern thinking
history in the twenty-first century. The understanding of the bird and sun worship in
the Yangtze River and Pearl River regions under the background of rice agriculture in
the Neolithic period is highly significant academically. The unique feature of birds is

ling pottery vessels are pictures of birds'

their ability to fly. The motifs on the Xiantou
graceful shape when flying. Bird, fanged beast face and sun these three mythical
motifs in the Gaomiao culture existed in the Pearl River Delta seven thousand years
ago. It then evolved locally in the following thousand years and became a distinctive
system.

Study of bird worship in the East Asian archaeology can be traced back to more than
a hundred years ago. Regarding the bird-man and sun worship on the bronze drum,
scholars suggest that the bird boat is for transporting the deceased’s soul to the nether
world, which is also related to the sun worship. The deceased are carried by the bird

shaped boat to the nether world symbolised by the sun.

The rice agriculture, bird and sun worship system of the Southeast Asian region were

created and established gradually in the Yangtze River and Pearl River regions seven

thousand years ago in the Neolithic period.




