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‘Teaching, comments Professor Jane Jackson, ‘provides a unique and precious opportunity to inspire and empower
others! The recipient of a Vice-Chancellor’s Exemplary Teaching Award 2009 for doing just that, Professor Jackson is
concerned with providing a‘transformative experience’through experiential education that allows students to‘become
more actively involved in the learning process than is typically the case’ Aware that students must ultimately be
responsible for their own learning, she nevertheless believes that it is paramount for the teacher to ‘inspire their desire
to learn and grow" In all her applied linguistics classes she sees herself as an informed motivator, ‘cultivating curiosity,
creativity and the spirit of discovery’ Her course designs for both the undergraduate and graduate levels feature
activities and approaches that ‘foster cognitive as well as affective learning and creativity" In a broader sense, Professor
Jackson'’s research not only informs her teaching practice, but maintains the focus on student-centred outcomes. She
is currently working with the Office of Academic Links to investigate the ‘linguistic, cultural, personal, and academic
development of CUHK students'who participate in study abroad/exchange programmes. The aim, she says, is to enhance
“their pre-sojourn, sojourn, and post-sojourn learning’ As always, Professor Jackson will be helping students to ‘become
responsible, sensitive global citizens.

Jane Jackson HERE I [HERBEMBESHRE  TURBAA BAMMANLE - ] Jackson HETE
HMEB2000FERREHHER W BEEAEBNERERBRRHUERE—E (E4&8H]  F24 [LEEER
BLHESRBRE| - HPAABLERAVERECHEREE AMCECHMREENEER [HRBLEEEM
REIER] - EHREAZESER R ABCHETREBNRBLANEEHRMERAZ — [EZEMM
HWEEO AIENEERSY - | AARENARERTHRE BEREMNA [RERNEFRBERAE
HSEBMHMEBF L o JacksonBBENAETEFEELYE BT TUBLERAPONEEBERRE - thIE RSB
RAREEE MRSNEBHEBZBERRBHEN (PABENSES b BAREMBERE]  HBHN > mibfr
TORATHEREBAEN [REA - REHRN > URKBENBE| - —WBEE  JacksonBERESEHYEE [
AEEARKRBREHSNHRAR] -

‘What we do, as teachers, if we are successful, is to stir interest in the matter at hand, awaken enthusiasm for
it, arouse a curiosity, kindle a feeling, fire up the imagination.” — Julius Sumner Miller
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For Professor Andrew Chan, successful teaching is not just about instruction. In offering advice on how to approach
students, he says ‘don't just teach them. Learn from them as well! That is certainly a winning strategy, with Professor
Chan receiving a Vice-Chancellor’s Exemplary Teaching Award 2009 to complement the award he received in 2001.
Professor in Marketing and Director of the Executive MBA programme at CUHK, he focuses on sharing his knowledge
‘with students as friends’ A chief concern of his is to develop courses and decide on teaching arrangements in line with
student expectations while drawing on his own considerable experience as an educator. The challenge, he notes, is‘how
to make students focus on their studies’ Given the hectic work schedules of many EMBA students, Professor Chan has to
recognize a range of problems that could be causing distractions and deal with them sensitively. His greatest enjoyment
comes from guiding students to put their knowledge to use, ‘so that they can blend theory and practice and excel in
their careers and lives. An accomplished researcher, executive trainer and advisor to both professional associations and
government boards, Professor Chan also hosts two radio-TV programmes on topics related to management for Radio
Television Hong Kong.
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‘Co-create in teaching and learning.’
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Teaching, remarks Professor Amy Ha, ‘is all about mission and passion’ As the Head of the Department of Sports Science
and Physical Education and the Associate Director of the Centre for University and School Partnership at CUHK, she has
always contributed her fine attributes to her career. Professor Ha's enthusiasm and thoughtfulness in teaching from her
own as well as her students’ perspectives have led to her receiving a Vice-Chancellor’s Exemplary Teaching Award 2009.
With her aspirations in nurturing professional prospective teachers for the primary, secondary and tertiary levels, she
sees the value in contemplating the notions of ‘what to teach, why to teach, how to teach, to whom | teach and when
to use certain teaching approaches in different contexts’ Professor Ha's teaching currently focuses on research methods
and pedagogy in physical education, adapted physical education and sports, and current issues in sports studies.
She believes that teaching sits alongside learning, and through reflection, she is able to strive towards excellence.
Contemplating on being an experienced basketball head coach and the president of both the Hong Kong and Asian
Rope Skipping Associations, Professor Ha is still passionate about learning and believes that the interactions with her
students and colleagues have empowered her professional growth. The most enjoyable part of teaching, she says, is to
‘bring out the best in my students and also myself through sharing my knowledge and experiences with them, and to
learn how to listen so my expertise will grow".
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‘Effort, discipline and believing in yourself.’
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Dr.Wong Tsz-yeung's contribution to teaching excellence at CUHK lies in the years he spent as an undergraduate, Master
and PhD student in the Department of Computer Science and Engineering. Now an instructor in the same department,
Dr. Wong feels that he intimately understands his students’ backgrounds, their expectations and their difficulties in
learning. This, he says, ‘narrows the distance between students and me; some students now treat me as their mentor
and friend’ Receiving a Vice-Chancellor’s Exemplary Teaching Award 2009 for his outstanding efforts in the classroom,
Dr. Wong comments that passion is the most important ingredient in his teaching. An excited teacher is never boring
to his students. Teaching rapidly changing operating system concepts and computer networking, Dr. Wong constantly
updates his materials. He offers optional lectures for more advanced students, but takes care to satisfy the learning needs
of all those under his care. He recently developed and launched a course on open source software project development,
and had the satisfaction of seeing half of his department’s senior students enrol in it.’Students; he says, ‘find learning a
fun and rewarding process. How does he know? Their smiles and confidence say it all.
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‘Be energetic and passionate. Students will eventually reward you with more energy and passion!’
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The art of teaching lies in the capacity to engage students, remarks Professor Stephen Hall. A fitting recipient of the
Vice-Chancellor’s Exemplary Teaching Award 2009, Professor Hall explains that ‘when you are not sure why you are not
“getting through” to the students you are teaching, the solution almost always lies in listening more carefully to them’
This attentiveness serves Professor Hall well in his classes, which invite students to ‘enter the world of the case’so they
can ‘grasp the nature and purpose of creative legal argument in a common law environment' That experience, he says,
allows them to learn that ‘the common law is an art with its own techniques, of which students and practitioners alike
should be continually refining their mastery. Professor Hall was foundation director of the Juris Doctor programme
at CUHK and is a former Associate Dean of Graduate Studies. His areas of teaching expertise extend to contract law,
international law, European Union law, and the traditions of the common law and the natural law. An exemplary educator
with a wealth of experience, he remarks that the most enjoyable aspect of teaching is still ‘talking with, and sharing the
company of, bright and talented students.
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‘Simplicity without simplification.’
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Central to Professor Janita Chau’s approach to teaching is what she calls ‘the philosophy and science of caring’ As a
Professor in Nursing she enjoys the ability to discuss with her students the ‘potential contributions they can make to
the health and well-being of the community’ For this attitude she receives the Vice-Chancellor’s Exemplary Teaching
Award 2009 to complement the 12 Faculty awards she has already received. In her teaching, Professor Chau often uses
real-life examples to illustrate complex clinical situations. She also devises primary goals and considers the specific
learning outcomes of each lecture she gives, encouraging students to develop such broad considerations as how they
can contribute to better client care. Professor Chau says her major challenge lies in finding just the right approach
to promote innovation and creativity in her students, and gains great satisfaction from seeing them become good
nurses. She was fortunate, she reflects, to‘have been exposed to good teachers at the beginning of my career, and they
continue to serve as my role models. Professor Chau teaches undergraduate and postgraduate nursing courses at the
Nethersole School of Nursing, and is Deputy Director of the Hong Kong Centre for Evidence Based Nursing.
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“University students are important assets that help to shape our community’s future.’
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Professor Dennis Ng is no stranger to awards for excellence. Having received a Faculty of Science Exemplary Teaching
Award in 2000 and 2009, and a Young Researcher Award in 2005, he now receives a Vice-Chancellor’s Exemplary Teaching
Award 2009. Professor Ng sees chemistry as ‘a creative science’ and seeks ‘to inspire students to see the beauty of the
subject and to teach them how to think critically, and generalize and apply the knowledge in unfamiliar situations' This
he achieves by promoting student involvement in class, ‘thinking from the students’ perspectives and understanding
their abilities and needs more’ Professor Ng was himself a chemistry student at the undergraduate and Master levels at
CUHK, after which he received a Croucher Foundation Scholarship to pursue his PhD at the University of Oxford. Aside
from his role as Professor at the Department of Chemistry, he is also serving as the University Dean of Students. He
has taught a number of subjects including transition metal chemistry, bioinorganic chemistry and advanced inorganic
chemistry, as well as college general education courses. Always eager to fulfil his role as a teacher, he also promotes
science education in secondary schools. His greatest enjoyment, he says, comes from ‘sharing his knowledge and
experience with students to help them accomplish their dreams and goals.
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‘A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.”— H. B. Adames, American historian
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For Professor Joyce Ma, the greatest joy in teaching comes well after graduation, when former students ‘share their
achievements of developing quality social services for the needy in society" Professor Ma receives a Vice-Chancellor’s
Exemplary Teaching Award 2009 for her far-sighted approach, which beginsin the classroom with‘active and contextually-
based’ learning. 'l believe, she says, ‘our students are active beings capable of learning at their own pace according
to their own academic and professional interests. Her role as a teacher is to create an appropriate learning context,
using clinical vignettes to stimulate student thinking and increase their motivation. She also creates opportunities
for students to observe her professional practice in Hong Kong and Shenzhen. Professor Ma's greatest challenge in
teaching over the last 20 years has been dealing with the personal and emotional difficulties that affect her students
and adversely influence their academic performance. Yet she never gives up on them, always trusts in their ability and
believes whole-heartedly that the first success will breed more success. Chairperson of the Department of Social Work
at CUHK, Professor Ma has also offered professional training, clinical supervision and clinical consultation on family
therapy to help advance professional knowledge locally, nationally and internationally.
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“Success is the result of success.” [ J3k3) 2 - |
‘Never give up.” [K K EE - |
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