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 (Translation)
21st July, 1980.
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- In today's Hong Kong, the maintenance of peace and

. ~becoming harder every day and the problem of juvenile
delinquency is becoming increasingly serious. This state of
affairs has caused great anxiety to those who are concerned
.with e future. of the ciety. The Hon. E. Ho, the Social

~ Secretary, announced at the Legco meeting on 17th April that

- the Government was going to set up a working party to review |
the local education system. This is indeed welcome news be-
cause the unhealthy education system now in force is responsible,
partially at least, for today's increase in crime and moral
decay. Lo

E - .. The aim of educetion, as proposed by educationalists
all over the world, consists invariably of teaching the next
generation to adjust themselves to the society, to pass onto
posterity the cultural tradition and to build up a good
character. However, in the. planning of curriculum for local
schocls, emphasis has only been placed on the dissemination of
Imowledge, while moral education has been completely neglected.

y Although the Government has spent large sums of money
to promote anti-crime, anti-drug-addict, anti-corruption, clean
Hong Kong campaigns, the results are negligible, chiefly because
‘the citizens have hardly received any moral education when they
were young. In view of this gloomy situation, we, the under-
81 d, cannot remain silent zny longer and have to speak up
_ for the sake of the next generation and the future of our
- society. Now that the Government has decided to consider a

, revision of the education system, we feel that it is time for
us to call upon the authority :oncerned to include in the school
curriculum courses on "Moral Education". It is hoped that in
the jears of compulsery gchooling, all students will have a
chance to receive a full and w=1l-balanced education, and to be
‘enlightened on the ethieal and moral principles, which will
serve as a guide to their actions. The provision of this kind
- of education will not only reinforce the citizens' confidence

in the Government but 0 increase the younger generation'

~_sense-of . belonging to our community.
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, It 1is therefore proposed that the Education Department
will first and foremost establish & uCommittee on pevelopment of
Moral Education Q:%HwocHsae.munmﬁHSm the help and cooperation
of various religious bodies and @aoawmea citizense. The follow-
ing schedule is also suggested for the Departments: to formulate
policies for the development and Hsbwmamsdmawos of "Moral Edu-
cation" in primary and secondary schools, toO recrui’b full-time
gstaff to compile course materials, integrating the basic re-
ligious and ethical udwboWdem to be @ﬁ&o«pmm@ by students at
home &nd in society. In addition, teacher training in this
field should be wuo<w0m@ and the strength of the ijnspectorate
should also be reinforced, SO as to ensure the universal intro-
dquction of moral education in all local primary and secondary

gchoolse.

If it 1is said that the introduction of these courses
would have To wait until a later date because adding new courses
would mean increasing the financial purden of the Government,

we would like to remind the Gove rnment that the amount of money
it nas spent on ucdwwowa% to cov 1teract the evil ijnfluences of
“the society must have also been vVexry «izeable and that prevention
is always better than cure. We .re cor.fident that the Government
will be far-sighted and sagacilous enovgn as to understand that
moral education forms the basis for all other kind of educaticn
and on which the order of the society vinges. 1F is therefore
sincerely hoped that the Governent will introduce, &S goon ac
wommwdwm. in all schools courses on Moral Education, which wiil
not only benefit every individual citizen but the Hong Kong
society at largee ‘ .

Yours sinceresys
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