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5th Feb 1981,
NEW YEAR MESSAGE enruary,

From Leaders of Six

Religions in Hong Kong

At this time, the beginning of another year, when the myriad things are
made new, we of the six religions cordially extend to the people of
Hong Kong New Year blessings and wish that all things will go in acod
accord. Furthermore we hope and pray for prosperity and stability in

our community, peace and harmony in the worid.

1981 is designated by the United Nations as the International Year of
Disabled Persons. The whole world is called to mm<m adeguate concern
for and help to the disabled, to the end that they will be able teo
take part in various social mﬁﬁm<mwmmm and to share in the joy of
fiving Considering the sympathy and love such as all mankind should
have toward one another, we, on this fine occasion of & new year,
appeal to all people of Hong Kong to respond positively to this good
cause in valuable ways. Those who are physically disabled may have
certain handicaps in movement and action, but they have innate
resources and other gifts. As a matter of fact, ﬁrwscm3 the ages
there have been examples of those who have overcome disability to
become successful. : , ‘

In recent times, following the expansion of industry and the
acceleration of construction work, industrial accidents nmmamsm to
physical disability are on the increase. Both the prevention of
such accidents and the rehabilitation of the victims are important

and warrant the close attention of people in our society.

In addition to the physically disabled, there are those who are

psychologicalily and spiritualiy crippled. They, too, sheuld claim
our full attention. All around us the mass media unremittingly

promote ponorgraphy and violence, with no let-up in what evil they
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can produce. Young people are left with :mﬂmm% any choice, for what

they hear and what they see reinforces in them the formation of bad
habits. The social consequences are exceedingly bad. Moreover, the
educational system is unwholesome and morai education is often
neglected. Also, the living environment for the lower=income
residents is unhealthy. In such a highly materialistic society such

as ours, spiritual life is in eclipse.

We appeal to adherents of our respective rel igions to be of one mind
and to join efforts together to make our city a more humane place
for all. May we respond positively to the ﬁm__ to show concern for

the physically disabled as well as take constructive steps to care

about the pevchological and spiritual health of—eyr young people.
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Rev. Kok xﬁcwm & Rev, Dr. Peter Wong, Mr. Chow Yau
Mr. Wong Wan Tin The Chairman, The Chairman,

The President & H.K.Christian Council Confucian Academy

Vice President,
H.K.Buddhist Asso.
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The Chairman, Catholic Bishop of H.K. The Chairman, .
The Chinese Musiim The H.K. Tacist Asso.
Cultural & Fraterna!l

Association.




