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NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM LEADERS OF SIX RELIGIONS

Spring winds bring warmth to the earth, Spring is a
time of renewal, renewal of the earth, suggesting renewal
of human harmony amidst divine felicity. Availing cur-
selves of this appropriate hour, we extend to all the people
of Hong Kong New Year blessings and every good wish for
progress in the peoples' endeavours and for world peace and
the well=being of all mankind.,

This 1s not just pious hope. It requires timely, con-
certed efforts by all to press toward a common goal of
blessedness in our society. The combined exertions of the
meny can build a city. The results of earnest and combined
efforts are beyond measure,

We are particularly concerned about the problems of
youth and morality. Many young people are in a quandary
at this time, when.moral values are under serious challenge,
Sparitual life is on the brink of bvankruptcy. The present
crisis must be met. We believe that the moral teachings
of the great religions still give the correct direction to
our younger generation., Those who are given the proper
formation will be unswerving in meeting changes and will be
able to distinguish between good and evil, We have the
future of our society on the shoulders of the young, for
they will! be the main forces in the creation of a progressive
society working for the good of all. Thus our religious
bodies must take up their responsibility for awakening our
youth and fostering in them a spirit of self-reliance and
self-strengthening, whereby, with consciousness of social
responsibility, they will participate in the reconstruction
of our society. To this end, the family and the school,
religious organizations and the government are called upon
to cooperate in the promotion of moral education,

It is true that owing to changes in the social order
and to other factors, the counsel of the older generation
is often resisted, Moreover, our society is competitive
and places self-interest above everything else, so that its
sense of value 1s ‘topsy-turvey.Yet we religious people should
not be discouraged. Rather, we should double our efforts.
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As an example of concrete action we urge the educational
authorities to include moral education in the curriculum
of the Colleges of Education to equip the teachers better
for educating the whole person. The curriculum should be
. strengthened so that the best in Chinese =#nd Western civi=
lizations as well as 'the treasures of the great religions
may be brought out,

In facing the future of Hong Kong what matters most is
- that our people, with the welfare of the many in mind, shall
devote themselves to constructive work in our society., Pros-
perity, peace and stability will then follow as day follows
night.

The diligence and initiative of the Hong Kong people
have produced the outstanding accomplishments of our citye.
These qualities are appreciated by all over the world, by
people who are concerned about the future of Hong Kong.

We need only to ask how much we contribute toward the
achievement and happiness of Hong Kong society; we need not
worry that prosperity will be destroyed.

May Heaven bless this land! May we all in turn
fulfill our responsibilities and gratefully offer ourselves
in service
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Rev. Kok Kwong & ) The Rt.Rev.Peter Kwong Mr. Chu Mon Tan

Mr, Wong Wan Tin The Chairman, The Chairman,

The President & H.K. Christian Council H.K.Confucian Academy
Vice President

H.K. Buddhist Asso.
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Mr., Tuet Wai Sin Mog% Hev.John Baptist Wu Mréf&ong Kwok Wah
The Chairmen tholic Bishop of H.K., The Chairman,

The Chinese Muslim The H.X,Taoist Asso,
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Association
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