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NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM LEADERS OF SIX RELIGIONS

The wind of spring brings warmth, and it is now the
season of renewal. We six religious leaders wish the people
of Hong Kong New Year progress and ever-growing blessings.

The Year of the Ox begins at a pivotal point in the
history of Hong Kong. This is a time calling for f&ith and
fortitude, 2 time for making sure that religious freedom will
prevail. We are committed to the service of humanity. Our
constant aim is to lead people to goodness and to help thenm
to avoid evil, to promote human harmony and to overcome social
conflict, so that the world may be at peace and heaven and
earth may be in accord.

Looking into the New Year, we see that in many parts
of the world people are in acute distress. This challenges us.
We are always bound to serve society: now we must redouble that
service. May every religion impart all its blessings to the
world, so that a spirit of love may fill the universe and bring
happiness and hope to mankind. We earnestly hope that good and
capable people will take part in activities leading to social
betterment, and that they will shoulder their responsibility
for building up Hong Kong, thus contributing towards the order,
stability and prosperity of our community.

1985 has been declared the International Year of Youth.
We hope that our young people will draw sirength from religion,
" and put their youthful enthusiasm and sense of righteousness at
the service of the community. The young have their own respon-
sibility in this. The young are eminently capable of deep faith,
kindliness, high standards and upright behaviour. Through love
for mankind and a healthy attitude toward work, they build up
themselves even as they build up society.

We are convinced that the implementation of the Inter-—
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Intere
national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has
important bearing on the full development of Hong Kong. All of
our people should see to it that these covenants shall be grafted
into the future legal structure of Hong Kong. The convenants
are in tune with the basic spirit of our religions.
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We earnestly pray that social justice will prevail
in Hong Kong, that the livelihood of the people may be secure,
and that their happiness may grow ever deeper. A% this joyful
beginning of the year, we cordially extend spring greetings to
all,
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Rev. Kok Kwong & Rev, Lincoln Lewung Mr. Chu Mon Tan

Mr. Wong Wan Tin The Chairman, The Chairman,

The President & H.X. Christian HoK.Confucian Academy
Vice President, Council

H.X. Buddhist Asso.

Mr. Tuet Wai Sin Mﬁ?t Rev.dohn Baptist Wu Mr. Tong Kwok Wah
The Chairman, Cathelic Bishop of H.X. The Chairman,

The Chinese Muslim The H.K.Taoist Asso.
Cultural & Fraternal

Association




