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NEW YEAR MESSAGE
FROM THE LEADERS OF THE SIX RELIGIONS OF HONG KONG

It 4is time again for the first sign of spring to ap-
pear. We of the six religions devoutly wish the people of Hong
Kong blessings and felicities of the New Year. Furthermore let
us hope for social stability, economic prosperity, joy in living,
and peace on earth.

Recalling the vear past, the Fast and west have ended
the Cold War, so that the prospects for peace are good but re-
grettably cruel strifes continue to break out in parts of the
world, causing terror and suffering.

We of the six religions pray for peaceful co-existence

and cordial friendship, elimination of amimosity and social
reconstruction. War cannot resolve disputes and will only aggra-
vate enmity and endanger nations and races. Let us, rather, put

faith in international cooperation to overcome national barriers
and to dissolve conflicts between countries. ‘

This is the time to destroy nuclear weapons and to
convert nuclear energy for beneficial use. But let us begin with
small matters at home. We note with alarm that children's toys
play on the theme of violence. Nothing will have more harmful
effects on children's psychological development than these kinds
of toys.  Video -tapes and television programmes, too, often
glorify pornography and killing. Such media products disturb
family life and poison young minds. It is our hope that manufac-
turers of toys and producers of media programmes will have a
keener sense of social responsibility and use toys and the media
to reverse the trend of cultural deterioration, to foster humane
values and to promote peace and friendship. '

News about children's suicides is alarming. ~Life is
priceless, and childhood should be a time of happiness. Why is
it that children are afflicted by suffering and think of ending
their 1lives? 1Is this not a sign of spiritual bankruptcy in our
families?

~ Parents must not shirk their responsibility to lead
their children in the right direction. Parents -- and teacher
too -- should know when to be strict and when to be lenient,
should show love and care and listen to the inner cries of c¢hil-
dren - and youth, and should themselves set examples of emotional
and spiritual maturity.- '
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We who are adherents of religious traditions should
strive for "environmental protection" in the spiritual sense and
restore peace and harmony in our hearts and in the human environ-

ment . As a concrete expression of this, the six religions have
made bookmarks, bearing religious teachings on peace, for distri-
bution through our schools and religious organisations. This

summer an inter-religious youth camp will be held in order to
foster friendship and promote peace.

Happiness or disasters are brought about by human

beings themselves. May all the people of Hong Kong work harder
than ever for peaceful living and friendly relations in our
community! Then will abundant blessings come to all.
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ardinal John B. Wu Rev. Li Ping Kwong Mr. Chu Mon Tan
atholic Bishop of Chairman Chairman
ong Kong H.K. Christian H.X. Confucian
Council Academy
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Mr. Haroon Abdul Rev. Kok Kwong & ' Mr. Tong Kwok Wah
Chairman : Mr. Wong Wan Tin Chairman

The Chinese Muslim President & The H.K. Taoist
Cultural & Fraternal Vice President Association

Association H.K. Buddhist Assn.




