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LUNAR NEW YEAR MESSAGE

Spring returns to the good earth, and the whole crea-
tion is renewed. We representing six religions wish the people
of Hong Kong blessings for the new vear, felicitv in all their
endeavors, stability in society, prospetrity and progress.

1994 1is the International Year of the Family. Member
nations of +the United Nations, recognizing the importance of
maintaining normal family relationships for the welfare of human-
kind, appeal to the whole wide world to pay attention to the
family as the basic unit of society.. We -see that everywhere
family 1life is deteriorating and that indeed the family is in
crisis. We of the 5ixX religions are deeply concerned. We reit-
erate the common truth that civilized society is built on the
family established by the husband and wife lawfully wedded.

Marriage 1s solemn covenantal relationship. It is not enough

just to give birth to offspring; raising them with loving care
and wise counsel are sacred duties of parents. Unfortunately,
far too often, married couples take separation very lightly and
are oblivious to their duties to bring up their children proper-
ly. Many couples would rather have few children or no children
or choose to have children late in life, and some do not even
bother to marry. As a result, sericus social problems are creat-
ed, i.e. an aging population, break down in family relationships,
and even disintegration of the family. How to turn the tide is
an urgent matter. .

All our religiocus traditions have valuable teachings on
the family. All members of the family have their human dignitv,
and each has his/her role, with the attendant duties and respon-
sibilities. Rites have been developed to regulate and to nurture
instincts. Morality is taught and practiced to show what 1is
right and what is wrong. There are ways to check indulgence and
unbridled passions. Matrimony is a holy institution and a trust
placed by society. Giving birth to new life is a responsible
social act; holding up-promises, setting an example to children;
enjoving family harmony; fostering love in the family, which in
turn 1s the foundation of social orderliness and peace i1n the
world: on these things our religious sages have wise words to
say. Let us heed their words to make sure that the family is a
place of love and happiness and the source of boundless blessings
for the world.
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We take advantage of the happy occasion of a new vear
to offer this message to encourage one

other.
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