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2003 New Year Message from the Leaders of Six Religions in Hong Kong

At the advent of Spring, the leaders of the Six Religions in Hong Kong devoutly pray for the welfare of
the people of Hong Kong, asking for divine blessings of good health, good fortune and economic

prosperity.

We urge the people of Hong Kong to unite in the face of the many challenges posed, on the other hand,
by the economic downturn and, on the other hand, by the experience of “ One Country, Two Systems ”
and the high degree of autonomy embedded in the Basic Law.

Our society faces many unprecedented problems brought about deterioration of educational standards
and the neglect of cultural, traditional and moral values. The failures to respect life and the total
surrender of hope in face of adversity are issues to be regretfully acknowledged.

Religion encourages people live a fully and positive life in pursuit of happiness, not only for oneself but
also for all those around us. It is time to remind ourselves that faith gives hope. It is through faith that
one meets the many challenges in life. 'We extend our sympathy and help to those affected by the social
and economic situation to encourage them to persevere through the storm.

In addition to the educational and technological reforms, which we fully support, we urge the
Government to push reforms for spiritual formation. The need to equip our young people with practical
skills to live in the modern times weights equal with need to nourish their souls and preserve Chinese
tradition and morals for their spiritual well-being. The media has equal responsibility in preserving our
heritage. It is to be remembered that the media plays an important role in teaching our young people
healthy and positive ways of life, a sense of charity and responsibility.

For 25 years, the leaders of the Colloquium of Religious Leaders have been unequivocatly committed to
maintaining inter-religious dialogue in the spirit of respect, equality and harmony. We pledge ourselves
to march forward with the people of Hong Kong towards a just, loving and caring society.
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Mr. Ayub TUET Che Yin
Chairman,

Chinese Muslim  Cultural
Fraternal Association

Dr. TONG Yun Kat

President,
Confucian Academy

Rev. Dr. LI Ping Kwong
Chairperson,

Hong Kong Christian Council and

Rev. Joseph Zen Ze Kiun
Bishop,
Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong

Dated 27" January, 2003

Mr. TONG Kwok Wah
President,
Hong Kong Taoist Association

Ven., Kok Kwong
President

Hong Kong Buddhist Associationt
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