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Lunar Year Message (2007) from the Leaders of Six Religions in Hong Kong

Myriads of vying blossoms are heralding the arrival of a new spring, gladdening our
hearts and beautifying our city with their resplendent colours and splendid shapes. The
" Leaders of Six Religious in Hong Kong are very pleased to extend their good wishes for
‘progress, harmony and thriving busmesses to the people of Hong Kong at the begimiing of
and throughout the Ding Hai ('] 2%) New Year.

Families build up our society and happy families lead to a harmonious, open society in
which amicability prevails and in which prosperity and stability will come. This is the 10"
anniversary of the retun of Hong Kong to her mother country. The policy of
“one-country-two systems” and a high degree of autonomy for the people of Hong Kong
continues to offer us great opportunities and invites our diligent endeavours for concerted
efforts to attain growth and development. - Yet we must be alert to certain under-the-surface
state of affairs which can undermine our achicvement if left unattended. We, the Leaders of
Six Religious in Hong Kong are very concerned about the preoccupation with material
wealth and indifference towards spiritual well-being among our people in general. The
frequent reporting of family violence in our mass media reflects the inevitable outcome
arising from the long-standing preponderance of academic teaching and the paucity in the
teaching of morals and ethics in our schools. Some mass media groups make negative
remarks on our education policies. Such trends can undermine our healthy social norms,
corrupt young minds and breed violence. We exhort our government to take urgent
measures to rectify this disservice in order to strengthen our society,

Tlnoughout the year 2007, all of us in Hong Kong will be celebrating with great joy the
10™ anniversary of the return of Hong Kong to her motherland. We rejoice in the success
of the “one-country-two-systems” principle, and we take great pride as we witness the
tremendous progress which China is making at observe the “Eight Do’s and Don’ts” from
our national leaders, and we will strive in contributing our share towards the momentous task
of building up Hong Kong and our motherland into a country free of corruption and bring
about a civilization rich in spirituality and morality.
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The Hong Kong Buddhist  Bishop, The Confucian Academy
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