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8" February 2010

Lunar Year Message (2010) from the Leaders of Six Religions in Hong Kong

This is the beginning of spring - the time of the year for Nature’s renewal. We, the Colloquium of
Six Religious Leaders of Hong Kong, send our heartfelt New Year greetings to all people of Hong
Kong wishing you progress, peace, prosperity and ever increasing blessings. There is an old
proverb, "The plan for a year gestates in spring". Upon reflection on the past and looking ahead to
the coming year, we find it foremost for us to put in concerted efforts to build up a harmonious

society and improve the social culture.

We, from the religions, share an earnest concern for those youngsters who live in self-indulgence,
showing ever decreasing respect to parents and teachers, and deteriorating in personal virtuosity.
Outrageous conducts, like falling victims to drugs hence ruining their own future; socializing for
money with no sense of shame; and provoking mass suicide via the internet are heart-breaking to
note. Youths are our successors, and the future of Hong Kong. They should equip themselves with a
good education, and even more importantly develop high morality. We are glad to see that the

Government is according top priority to fighting drugs with attempts to cutting off the supply.

The prosperity of the society depends on the success of youth education. The Chinese nation has a
long established reputation for her aftfluent culture and as a civilized state steeped in moral virtues.
Being the essentials for education, the eight virtues, namely piety, brotherly love, fidelity,
trustworthiness, politeness, justice, integrity and modesty, are losing appeal nowadays. As people
distance themselves from the tradition, mischief and crime rate are on the rise, sounding alarm for
the future well-being of the society. We, from the religions, therefore advocate promoting spiritual
development on the basis of modesty, gratitude, forgiveness and love. Through strengthening
religious faith, we hope that people will leave the sinful way of living to join hands in building a

better world for our humanity. This is a sincere wish for all of us to share at the beginning of the

New Year.
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