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28" January 2011
Lunar Year Message (2011) from the Leaders of Six Religions in Hong Kong

The refreshing brightness of spring, the competitive beauty of blooming flowers is ushering in the lunar new
year. The Colloquium of Six Religious Leaders of Hong Kong wishes prosperity for the Motherland, progress
and development for Hong Kong, and harmony in society. For the people of Hong Kong, we wish them
enhanced fortune and wisdom, family joy and happiness, peace of heart and personal health.

Since Hong Kong’s return to the Motherland, we have enjoyed the benefit of the policy of “One Country Two
System” with a high degree of autonomy, and the special characteristics of “Hong Kong people administering
Hong Kong”, we naturally should have a duty to treasure our blessings in a mutually-cooperative manner,
practice mutual respect, resolve indifference intelligently, contain violence with civilization. This must be the
basis for social progress, ridding ills to benefit people’s livelihood.

We live in the era of high technology. Data and information freely available from the web are without bounds.
Of seductive attraction to our youngsters is corrupted communication lurking within. Such consequences can be
evidenced from media reports of uncontrolled irrational behaviour of youngsters contrary tc morally-correct
value uphold by society.

The religious fraternity dearly expects our young people to be able to differentiate between good and evil,
exercise seif-restraint and self-discipline to resist temptation. With purity of the soul, they could learn from
religious spirit, hold on to the right course in life. Repent, if the wrong foot was put forward. This could only
lead to even greatness. Let us bear this in mind io encourage each other.

There is turmoil in the global financial market, gravely impacting on social well-being and the livelihood of the
people. In particular, the sky-rocketing property value is rendering affordable home unachievable. This is not
conducive to social stability. The religious fraternity is particularly concerned about the widening gap between
the rich and the poor. This calls for concerted efforts from the government and the people, Government to
administer policy to ease the minds of the people, and people to prudently manage their health
non-speculatively. We shall prevail and overcome.

Hong Kong takes pride it its international reputation for freedom of speech. The press can shape the mood and

opiion of the people. In return, we wish the media to maintain an independent and objective editorial policy
and unbiased reporting in the interest of the public.
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