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Course Planning Service, CLEAR, CUHK

Course Code: BUDS5005

Title in English: The Thoughts and History of Humanistic Buddhism
Title in Chinese: * Fi#h R B A

Term: Term 1

Day, Time and Venue: Wednesday, 7:00pm-9:30pm, HYS G04

Course description

Humanistic Buddhism has become one of the mainstreams of Buddhist tradition in modern world.
This course is to study the development of Humanistic Buddhism, including its history, thoughts,
and practices. It is divided into three closely related parts. We will first investigate the basic
doctrines of traditional Buddhism in relation to the arising of humanistic Buddhism. We then
examine the history of humanistic Buddhism in the early Republic era (1912-1949). The social,
political, religious, as well as economic background in which Humanistic Buddhism arose will be
discussed with an emphasis on the interaction between Buddhist institutions and society. The
teaching and practice of some pioneers of Humanistic Buddhism, such as Ven. Taixu will be
studied. Finally, we will explore the contemporary developments of humanistic Buddhism in
general, and Foguan Shan Buddhism in particular.
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Learning outcomes

Knowledge Outcomes:

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the historical development, doctrines and
Humanistic Buddhism in China

(2) engage in a critical analysis of Humanistic Buddhism by the methods of the humanities and
social sciences

Skill Qutcomes

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) develop their analytical and problem solving ability, critical intelligence and appreciative
thinking as well as key research skills and to prepare for advanced studies in religion.

(2) develop their social and interpersonal skills and ability to work collaboratively in a team.

Attitude Outcomes

Upon completing this module successfully, students should be able to

(1) recognize the contested and provisional nature of knowledge and understanding.
(2) develop tolerance of diverse positions and have respect for other’s view

(3) develop sensitivity to ultimate concern and religious dimension of human life

Course Components
On-site face-to-face (Lectures) 100%
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Topic
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Lecture 2*** [11/09/2024]
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Recommended readings:
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Lancaster, Lewis R. ,“The Three Treasures and
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Journal of Humanistic Buddhism, vol 1, 2000,pp.123~128.
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Lecture 3*** [25/09/2024]
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Required readings:
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Recommended readings:
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4. Guruge, Ananda W. P. ,“Buddhism and society
reinforcement of Humanistic Buddhism through social

involvement” Hsi Lai Journal of Humanistic Buddhism, vol
2,2001,pp.11~30.

2. R (AFERRHEY) > (FRERaR
§) P M A D mE T LR 2009 £ 30 5 F
54~73 o
3. ET (A HEY WitERg AR R, PR T
) o (EFEad B FELN) ok ABY v
By ¢ w2016 % 47 5 F 53-50 o
Lecture 4*** [02/10/2024] AL AR A T A R
ELSI SRR SR £E
oS RN e (@) ER TR IN L S ANy 1
S PR B TR BT
Required reading: ‘ B . C BT R E A B
LoBi > i BRA - IAERT D (R2F PR g m g e B e
frepi 4 g ) o (ARFRK) BRI RPN HrETARA K PR A
% gk € 02000 50 > F 126~201 - @Jﬁﬁkﬁw%grA@&
¥y TR LR ©

Lecture 5*** [09/10/2024]
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Lecture 6*** [16/10/2024]
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Lecture 7*** [23/10/2024]
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Lecture 8*** [30/10/2024]
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Lecture 9*%** [06/11/2024]
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Recommended readings:
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Lecture 10*** [13/11/2024]
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Required reading:
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Lecture 11*** [20/11/2024]
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Required reading:
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Lecture 12*** [27/11/2024]
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Required reading:
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8. BLjc: (WAyik§TRBHITEZ A FagE
Z) o (FmEHE) % 40 H > 2007 &# 7 ¢ 5 F
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9. B (A2:2pF bR Bd@ei+rrPPFELITY

(1927~1967) ) » wjF + #k X E 32 HE LALFS
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10. Kimball, Richard L., “Humanistic Buddhism as conceived
and interpreted by Grand Master Hsing Yun of Fo Guang
Shan”, Hsi Lai Journal of Humanistic Buddhism,2000, vol
1, pp.1~52.

11. Kimball, Richard L., “Humanistic Buddhism as conceived
and interpreted by Grand Master Hsing Yun of Fo Guang
Shan — part two”, Hsi Lai Journal of Humanistic
Buddhism,2001, vol 2, pp.187~196.

Long, Darui ,“Humanistic Buddhism from Venerable Tai
Xu to Grand Master Hsing Yun”, Hsi Lai Journal of
Humanistic Buddhism,2000, vol 1, pp.53~84.

Assessment Scheme

40 % Presentation (Briefing and lead discussion of assigned article)
40% Long essay with 4,000~5,000 words
20% Lectures attendance.

Assessment type / Percentage

(i) 40 % Presentation (Briefing and lead discussion of assigned article)
1) Three students as a group will be assigned ONE or TWO READING ARTICLEs
used to study Humanistic Buddhism, between Lecture 4 to Lecture 12, (except Lecture 5,
09/10/2024, see reading list above), and take responsibility for a 30-minute briefing with
additional 60-minute lead discussion.

ii) For each briefing, you need to demonstrate: a) a summary of what the reading says, b)
your evaluation, and c) the idea of how to apply the reading to your own interested area
of study.

iii) For the affiliated lead discussion, you need to prepare several questions generated from
your assigned reading. To promote the discussion in class, you need to assist students to
understand the intellectual context of your question (example: why it is significant? how
to apply to their own experience?) and encourage the dialogue among students.

iv) After the class, submit your reading note for helping you to brief and lead discussion.

(i) 40% long essay with 4,000~5,000 words (deadline for its submission is Dec. 12, 2022). You
should read at least ten articles and list them at the end. (4,000~5,000 Not including
bibliography and footnotes)

(ili) 20% Lectures Attendance.

Note: Please add your email address when you submit your essay in electronic format so that | can
send it back to you with comments.
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Grade Descriptor

A Outstanding performance on all learning outcomes.

A- Generally outstanding performance on all (or almost all) learning outcomes.

B+ Substantial performance on all learning outcomes, resulting in overall substantial
performance.

B Performance on some learning outcomes which compensates for less satisfactory
performance on others.

C Satisfactory performance on the majority of learning outcomes, possibly with a few
weaknesses.

D Barely satisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes

F Unsatisfactory performance on a number of learning outcomes, OR failure to meet
specified assessment requirements.

Feedback for Evaluation

¢+  End-of-term university course evaluation will be conducted in class.
¢+ Students’ comments and feedback on the course through e-mails or personal meeting
with the instructor are always welcomed.

Contact details for teacher

Professor/Lecturer/Instructor: | Professor

Name: Chien Huang CHEN

Office Location: Room 202, 2/F, Fung King Hey Building. CUHK
Telephone: 39439956

Email: chchen@cuhk.edu.hk / chchen.academic@gmail.com
Teaching Venue: HYS _G04

Website:

Other information: Wednesday, 7:00pm - 9:30pm

Academic honesty and plagiarism

Attention is drawn to University policy and regulations on honesty in academic work, and to the
disciplinary guidelines and procedures applicable to breaches of such policy and regulations.
Details may be found at http://www.cuhk.edu.hk/policy/academichonesty/.

With each assignment, students will be required to submit a signed declaration that they are aware
of these policies, regulations, guidelines and procedures. For group projects, all students of the
same group should be asked to sign the declaration.

For assignments in the form of a computer-generated document that is principally text-based and
submitted via VeriGuide, the statement, in the form of a receipt, will be issued by the system upon
students’ uploading of the soft copy of the assignment. Assignments without the receipt will not be
graded by teachers. Only the final version of the assignment should be submitted via VeriGuide.
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Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (Al) Tools in Teaching, Learning and Assessment

Approach 1 — Prohibit all use of Al tools

In assessing the level of achievement of learning outcomes and students’ performance, students are
expected to produce their own work independently without any collaboration with the use of Al
tools.

All use of Al tools is prohibited in assignments and assessment tasks

For assignments and assessment tasks that count towards the final course grades, students are not
allowed to submit work which is produced with the collaboration of or supported by the use of any
generative Al tools (e.g. ChatGPT)*.

Any breach of the regulations will be considered an act of academic dishonesty and will be handled
according to the University’s Procedures for Handling Cases of Academic Dishonesty.
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