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Re-exploration on Separated Forms of Separable Words

Abstract

in Modern Chinese

Haoming Wang

Beijing Normal University

The study of separable words in modern Chinese has a long history, and a large number of

insightful views have emerged. However, different scholars’ explanations of separable words are

actually not based on a unified understanding of the phenomenon, and the judgment of whether

a word can be separated or not lacks clear criteria. In view of this, this paper tries to sort out

superficial separated forms of Chinese words, and redefines the main and most basic form:

insertion. It is not the case that whenever a constituent can be inserted within a certain word, that

word can be classified as a separable word. In other words, not all inserted constructions can be

regarded as real separated forms, and there are at least four types of pseudo-separated forms. The

relevant definitions may provide a basis for further description and explanation.
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