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The Types of A-not-A Questions in the Dialects of the Shiyang

River Basin in Gansu Province

Yanyun Xiao

Xinjiang University

Abstracts

Dialects of the Shiyang River Basin in Gansu belong to the Hexi subgroup of the Lanyin
Mandarin. The paper comprehensively examines the types of A-not-A questions in these
dialects. The findings reveal that both the “VP-neg” and “VP-neg-VP” types of A-not-A
questions coexist in the Shiyang River Basin dialects, with common forms including “VP a
bu”, “VP le a mei”, “VP li ma bu VP”, “VP li ma mei”, and so on. The form “V ma/mang bu/
mei V”, which represents “VP-neg-VP”, is a direct inheritance and development of the Jin Yuan
vernacular “X+ma+Y”. Meanwhile, “VP+a/e/ye+bu”, a representative form of “VP-neg”, is
an inheritance and development of “VP ye wu”, and is not derived from the omission of the
negation in the “VP-neg-VP” structure.

Keywords

Shiyang River Basin dialects, Hexi subgroup of the Lanyin Mandarin, A-not-A questions
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