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S B o BEEEVE AN~ | RE~FHAL AT - (FR) AR AR EiF R~ |
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AAAA Reduplication Patterns in Hakka Dialects

Nianfeng Huang

Zhaoqing University

Abstract

There is a unique AAAA pattern in Hakka dialects. It is generated through quadruplication of
a monosyllabic word (or morpheme), with tonal variation involving rises and falls in pitch.
Such forms are typically used as adjectives that are characterized by vividness and emphasis.
Comparative analysis shows that the tonal variation is not necessarily linked to tonal categories,
but is related to tonal types. Combinations of suprasegmental features such as pitch and duration
have solidified into prosodic patterns in Hakka dialects. With the expansion of the semantic range
and the influence of analogical processes, AAAA words undergo lexicalization and become
prosodic words. Subsequently, some verbs and a few adjectives enter this prosodic structure, and
through quadruplication, they develop into adjectives that imitate the situation. While retaining
some of the original semantic features of the base form A, the AAAA pattern acquires additional
semantic properties, including [+imitative (including onomatopoeic)], [+dynamic], [+continuous
process], and [+intensified degree]. AAAA patterns in Mandarin and other Chinese dialects serve as

morphological devices. In contrast, they function as word-formation mechanisms in Hakka dialects.
Keywords

AAAA reduplication patterns, Hakka dialects, semantic features, state adjective, imitation of
the situation
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