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The Sentence-final Particle ke/ in Jinhua Wu Dialect

Mengyuan Wang

Fudan University

Abstract

This paper describes the sentence-final particle ke/ in declarative and interrogative sentences in
Jinhua Wu dialect. In declaratives, keh exclusively occurs in verbal predicate clauses but is barred
from nominal predicate clauses, typically conveying confirmatory assertion. In interrogatives, keh
optionally appears under pragmatic conditions to reinforce interrogative force, signalling high
response expectations of the speaker. The study further compares functions of sentence-final de-
type particles across seven Wu dialects, revealing their robust functional development in all cases,
with Jinhua dialect being particularly prominent. Specifically, kek exhibits syntactic obligatoriness
in assertions of confirmation, and its functionality has historically expanded to yes-no questions,
alternative questions, and tag questions, serving to strenthen interrogative force and heighten

interactive expectations.
Keywords

Jinhua dialect, sentence-final particles, de-type particles, grammatical distribution, semantic and
pragmatic functions
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