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An Etymological Analysis of the Temporal Noun Heijianglai

in the Jin Dialect

Xin He and Xiaogang Zhao

Northwest University

Abstract

Heijianglai is a frequently used temporal noun in the Jin dialect, mainly distributed in Shanxi,
Shaanxi, and parts of Inner Mongolia. It derives from the “V + jiang + lai” construction in Late
Mandarin. Its lexicalization was triggered by supernormal collocation, and further shaped by
metaphor, metonymy, and analogy within specific syntactic structures and contexts. The specific
lexicalization pathway of heijianglai can be summarized as: hei + jiang + lai (phrase) — hei +
jianglai (phrase) — heijianglai (compound word). The degree of lexicalization of heijianglai
varies across different sub-regions of the Jin dialect. The occurrence of retroflexion and the
suffixation of “-zi” indicate a relatively high degree of lexicalization.
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Jin dialect, heijianglai, lexicalization
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