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HZR] (24a) MBI (24b) ZELEE “A7 M "8k, ASEER 7HATHEER (K
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4.1, “ZFT BLOWR AR L P
ABREDIT

(30) a. AERGEERERA (* —F) BEMIFTAE (* T,) -/ (W) BEE - F
RESRERE (% T,) -
b. ERBERE - A (FEE) ERME (*T,) -
c. K% (WipE) BTHEEIR -+ (GREEE) SEELER (2 T,) -
(EFUEESR 1980: 88)
(1) a. ATE TN -5k, (—3F) RERBRESE (T,) JARbE Rk, (&
B) RET, o /AR - Tk, (%) 857,
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RE TR BRHEE > TAUDHER “—E o BEEWAERER AT, ©
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A Comparative Analysis of the Indicating Functions of cai

and jiu from a Boundary Perspective

Yu Qin

Wuhan University

Abstract

By employing conceptual tools such as generalized quantity, upper/lower bound, and quasi-
relation operation, this paper reinterprets the semantic functions of the adverbs cai and jiu: (1) Cai
can associate with components on both sides or with right-side components, uniformly indicating
“narrow reachability” — i.e., “the (left-side two-order) quantity quasi-relationally is less than or
equal to (barely reaching) the right-side two-order quantity.” (2) Jiu is divided into jiu, and jiu,.
Jiu, 1s stressed and cannot be replaced by bian, associating solely with right-side components.
It indicates “limitation”, meaning “the quantity quasi-relationally is less than or equal to (not
exceeding) the right-side two-order quantity”. While sharing similarities with cai, it differs in
that jiu, tends to be static, whereas cai is dynamic. Jiu, is unstressed and can be replaced by bian,
associating with components on both sides. It indicates “easy accessibility” — i.e., “the left-side
two-order quantity quasi-relationally is greater than or equal to (easily reaching) the right-side
two-order quantity,” standing largely in opposition to cai and jiu,.
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