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The Partial Merger and Re-differentiation of Nasal Finals of
Shen, Zhen, Zeng, Geng and Tong Groups in Zhongyuan

Mandarin at the Shaanxi-Gansu-Sichuan Border Region

Jia Zhuang

Northwest Normal University

Abstract

In certain dialects of Qinlong and Guanzhong subgroups of the Zhongyuan Mandarin in the border area
of Shaanxi, Gansu, and Sichuan, the modern pronunciations of nasal finals of the shen and zhen groups
and zeng, geng, and tong groups in Middle Chinese show an incomplete merger between front and back
nasal rhymes and their coda values. This differs from the mainstream Qinlong and Guanzhong dialects
as well as the dialects of Chuanqian subgroup of Southwest Mandarin with which they are in contact.
This regional language phenomenon stems from the partial merger of the Guanzhong dialect thymes
under dialect contact and the re-differentiation of coda values in the Qinlong dialect. It can be regarded
as a typical example of the contact-induced evolution of the three major types of nasal finals of shen,
zhen, zeng, geng, and tong groups across Chinese dialects (non-merger, complete merger, and partial
merger). In this evolution, the combination of front high unrounded vowels and front nasal codas has
gained absolute dominance by maximally conforming to the principle of linguistic economy.

Keywords

Zhongyuan Mandarin, nasal final of shen, zhen, zeng, geng, and tong groups, partial merger, re-
differentiation, dialect contact
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