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Abstract

Analects 9.10 states that, “Zi jian zicui zhe, mian yichang zhe yu guzhe, jian zhi, sui shao, bi zuo,
guo zhi, bi qu. “When the Master saw a person in a mourning dress, or any one with the cap and
upper and lower garments of full dress, or a blind person, on observing them approaching, though
they were younger than himself, he would rise up; and if he had to pass by them, he would do so

EED)

hastily.”” Most scholars interpret the two jian as ‘see’, ‘meet’ or ‘encounter’, and guo as ‘pass
by’, and punctuate the text accordingly. Such interpretations and punctuation result in semantic
repetition, contradiction with the main idea of the chapter, and structural imbalance. This essay
argues in favour the view advanced by Yu Yue and Qian Mu that the first jian covers the meanings
of both the second jian and guo. Guo here means ‘pay a visit’. The two jian differ in meaning:
the first means ‘meet with’, and the second ‘grant an audience’. The key point of punctuation in
this chapter is that a colon should be placed after guzhe ‘a blind person’. This clause presents the
general situation, while the latter two jian zhi, sui shao, bi zuo ‘upon receiving them, though they
were younger than himself, he would rise up’ and guo zhi, bi qu ‘when visiting them, he would
hasten his pace’ are the two specific instances of jian ‘meet with’ mentioned in the first clause.
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