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Sino-Japanese Language Contact via Chinese Characters:

A Case Study of the Compound Preposition jiyu

Yang Hao' and Wenzhong Sheng"

Inner Mongolia University of Technology', Shanghai International Studies University"

Abstract

Language contact catalyzed the rapid emergence of compound prepositions in modern Chinese.
However, the origins and development of the compound preposition jiyu ‘based on’ still require
further investigation. Taking Japanese kanbun kundoku (classical Chinese reading traditions in Japan)
materials as its starting point and drawing upon historical documents, such as modern Japanese-
translated Chinese texts, Chinese-translated Japanese texts, English-Chinese dictionaries, and English-
Japanese dictionaries, this paper thoroughly explores the conditions and catalysts for the emergence of
Jivu during Sino-Japanese language contact. The study finds that, while affirming its exogenous origin,
Jivu is best classified as a reborrowed word. Initially, under the influence of the Chinese character
ben, Japanese kunten materials and native texts related to Chinese thought and culture featured the
verb motozuku. By the 1860s and 1870s, its representation shifted, gradually adopting the character
Jji. Facilitated by English-Japanese dictionaries and Chinese translations of Japanese works, this shift
promoted the emergence and development of jiyu as a preposition in Chinese. The findings further
highlight the crucial role played by Chinese characters in Sino-Japanese language contact.

Keywords

Jivu, language contact, Japanese notation, language return, motozuku
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