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KTILFAEGES " REFEERHEELEY - FEEHE - F 1 "®
fE" &|E (i RZMAFERBE - NMERIEES MRS » HERA GRS
LAf& B CAUSE ~ BECOME S8 EF G T DAURE - NHAELL “(Fles" “ES%

T BBl L -

B mEH (2013) 28] (" 2 “EES (grammatical operator) - {EAFRELEAIE
ey -
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4 CME BB I
vP,
DP v,
v, vP,
(AN
DP v,
v VP
BECOME
fEpo DP ¥’
T
A\ DP
[
&5 E

PRl B T HIEREER RSOl DONREEERESER R H
LR R BIHEEE - FTRERGR - R CET AT T R B R B o
5% TR CAUSE (L E - FrDAULRSEE "8l fERRYZE “F 5 &R "
EREFRFRAEE)R BECOME » 55" L2 vP, (YH5RGE DP - HIER “(F
BE" E—REPA - AR THREAR (ERE" “ERE —HEEE - A

R CRE HRERWSRD - R BRANMINERE - M QIARHE L
FORBEfRE - Wik - YRR B CHERGETTIEET o CfERAET B CEEREITET -
LB - “fF+ NP+ VP” gy NP fFE “fF" AURERERE - M2tk — VP BEFS

BT DAVEE(E NP + VP B e af - FOEM R —ERE M 1T REGE AR —REE -
RS AE S YWEEERTHY A —-EEEE F o R R EE
VP, REDUTRER Y © RLHFRY “F no” B —EFGEEBIIEERAVKER - B “(F" T
—fF EET S HACEEEESE o K - FBAE (2003:30) ~ 3RESE (2025b)
LS FyEE E A T BT 2% [FR . EHEEE TS B — (2013)
AR VP iy fET FoR CSIEENETR VT - MfE fF + NP+ VPT i "5 [R
WERL T -

“ OFEE (2018) M2 EACHE " BURERERY “FT7 i DURIERERY “make” “take” “have”
SN
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5. &ha

w

2

IRIETE AT ME OB N - RS RS RS AR I
AR M AR 7 : ORE : O OB &4 : O
FIE O T QR - HhD-OR “fF WAE “BUE SRMERD®
TEASHURS I AL AU F HT B 3 A0S D~ @iy (" HERRIOBRERRLS 9232
EBEBEBE (DO) - T “1F MERIFERER SRR AETE (BE) -
@O HEEE - EHOTH F" DMK BEEE - F CAEER—
[EBEEEE : O (" WREIR B FEIT CAUSE RIFAS R EEE
BECOME HySE(F « BILTIA T "M % - M52  BEREEMEAKE - 0 &
BERT - AFFE LSRR AREE - 7 ARSI - ETE T B
BRGNP - R AT

B 5 “fF HYREFREE R E
1E + B —F + iaa— MF fFAKER— “F SRl 15 R

HEAREZFUH ) E EF &ty - HHESMERSEA - HIER
MR RE - BEESHPETEE - MBAERWEEE - SFREEVIFERE IR ; £l
B L BEE—S5 GEENVERR TH - FRIEHAERH YRR R - 555 28
AEEHEmEN - AR SRR T AR HE R LA - ASCAIEH DU R e
FOBR B A B A TS SR (ET B RERE ML AR - ISR (2016: 124) 5 "%
HigE R AT - RMTARERRNERIESR - BERWLE - PR RAEEE
HEROAERRE - ASGER - MEFHERE F AEREREMN 7 e
fuat - EE R MERHE T ES F FHFHEEAME - (02 A RS
IR A R RMEHRETE N ErRE R B R R R T BT A - A
HHEES Y BIAE » AEA R EE A (ERRRER - thl R SR A% —
b g/ T E— SR HaRTAs e © AIRIRA KRR R R B R LB URE R R -

ES

AWFEREEE N ASGHEREETHE BN EREE S ER R e (HE
23YJC740098 ) HISZHf - BREZ HASHRE THEER - EHHEEE - <P hEHRZE -
EIRIEEARNKSE -

2% 3k
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A Study on the Syntax and Semantics of Zuo

in Oracle Bone Inscriptions

Shengyu Zhu

Tianjin University

Abstract

In Oracle Bone Inscriptions (OBIs), zuo primarily functions as a verb and can be followed by nominal
elements. When followed by a single noun, zuo conveys meanings such as ‘build’, ‘cast’, ‘establish’,
‘assume’, or ‘produce’. When followed by two nominal elements, it expresses a causative meaning.
Additionally, zuo can serve as an attributive modifier for nominal elements. Alternatively, zuo can
precede predicate elements in two scenarios: first, when followed by sacrificial or non-sacrificial
verbs; second, when followed by a subject-predicate structure. In these cases, zuo signifies ‘conducting’
or ‘causing’. The semantic evolution of zuo is intimately connected with its syntactic complements.
Once integrated into syntax, zuo interacts with light verbs expressing event semantics, revealing
distinct syntactic semantics. The emergence of its ditransitive structure and causative meaning is
inseparable from the syntactic operations of light verbs. By providing a comprehensive description of
examples, this paper accounts for the lexical semantics of zuo, while employing light verb theory to
explain its syntactic semantics. Ultimately, the study demonstrates that only by building on a thorough
description of linguistic facts and further investigating their underlying mechanisms and internal

regularities at the theoretical level can we deepen our understanding of linguistic phenomena.
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