[1] Welcoming Remarks at the First Annual Meeting of the Joint Research
Center for Language and Human Complexity, Nov. 7,2014. WSYW

[2] InJanuary 2013, | had the honor of joining in the inauguration of the
Taiwan Society of Cognitive Neuroscience. It was at that meeting that Ovid
Tzeng suggested to me the need of forming a joint center for research on
language and human complexity. While such research has become quite
prominent in the West, important aspects of Chinese language and culture are
notably under-represented in this work.

[3] We also both felt that such a center must include the special strengths of
Peking University, especially in view of the great linguistic and cultural diversity
of Greater China. We were deeply encouraged when our colleagues at Peking
University accepted our invitation. The Joint Research Center was formally
established later in the year, on December 8, 2013, at a formal ceremony on this
campus. Today marks our first annual meeting.

[4] The Center is a landmark in two important ways. On the one hand, it unites
the talents of the three regions of Greater China, pooling the unique strengths
each region has to offer. At the same time, it is strongly multi-disciplinary,
connecting linguistics with psychology and cognitive neuroscience, supported by
computer science and bio-engineering, and with the various disciplines
concerned with human evolution, including anthropology and genetics.

[S] Humans are unique in the known universe, having become ‘masters of the
planet’ only within the past 100 thousand years or so. A central source of our
unigqueness is our diverse languages and cultures, built upon, as well as uniting,
various highly complex aspects of the human mind, including sensori-motor
skills and various memorial and computational processes. To understand these
complex aspects of cognition, and their associated languages and cultures, as a
function of the brain, is to understand what it means to be human.

[6] Toward this grand vision, our partners at Peking University continue to
pioneer research on language diversity, leading to an understanding of how



language and culture interact. We will work closely together with many
researchers on the Mainland toward enriching knowledge in this important area.
Our partners in Taiwan are already at the forefront of research on reading and
writing in Chinese, especially on how these contrast with other writing systems
in the world. At the Chinese University of Hong Kong, our efforts have centered
more on the spoken language, in particular on lexical tones, which are present in
almost all the languages and dialects of China. We are especially interested in
the relationships between tones in language and tones in music; both language
and music are found in all human societies.

[7] Of course, segments of knowledge coming from the basic research
prompted by our grand vision also have more immediate applications. For
instance, some research findings are already being incorporated into school
programs to help children in Taiwan to learn reading and writing, and to combat
dyslexia. Both in Taiwan and at the Chinese University of Hong Kong there is
ongoing research on how ageing affects language and cognition; this topic has
particular social significance, given how the average age of the entire world has
steadily increased over past decades and continues to rise.

[8] The three partners of the Joint Research Center have already collaborated
successfully in several joint activities, including a 6-week course on the
Biological Foundations of Language in Hong Kong in the Spring, a week-long
Summer course in Cognitive Neuroscience in Taiwan, and a Workshop on
Language and Human Complexity in Beijing in October. That our activities here
in Greater China have also attracted the support of the international community
can be clearly seen at this annual meeting, graced by scholars not only from the
United States, but also from Finland, Israel, and Spain.

[9] Itis of vital importance that our activities should closely involve and pass
on to younger minds. Toward this end, all three partners are actively securing
support for long term development, so that our activities can be enhanced not
only in leading edge research, but also include training programs for graduate
students and post-doctoral researchers to contribute to our cross-regional and
multidisciplinary enterprise, so that the grand vision of our joint center will
continue to blossom for many generations to come.
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